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Aullbwie presents the new, ORIGINAL better-than-ey 
Rondine fins—the ultimate in self-propulsion| 


FIRST IN WATER SPORTS! 


THe sensationa. CRESS] RONDINE’ FINS 
ann RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS 


preferred by every expert skin diver and sports diver in the world—makes all other : 
professional-type fins obsolete— with all exclusive features now fully patented! 


U. S. PAT. NO. 2,737,668 


NOW AT SENSATIONAL NEW LOW 1957 PRICES! 
CREATED AND PERFECTED BY THE GENIUS OF EGIDIO CRESS! OF GENOA, ITALY — FOR 20 /EAx; 
THE WORLD’S FOREMOST DESIGNER AND DEVELOPER OF UNDERWATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT! 
THE HEALTHWAYS-CRESS! RONDINE FIN IS NOW MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED IN THE 
UNITED STATES, EXCLUSIVELY BY HEALTHWAYS! CHECK THESE MANY EXCLUSIVE FEATURES, 
THEN BUY RONDINE FINS AND SEE FOR YOURSELF! 

1 Scientific Rondine design gives swimmer a straight line from knee to fin tip — yet 
allows foot to be held in comfortable natural position! 

2 New, bigger, more comfortable than ever, complete form-fitting foot enclosure 
protects foot from cuts and abrasions — allows diver to walk freely on ocean floor! 

3 Now with Healthways sensational new patented, adjustable instep lock-strap which 
insures perfect fit, maximum power and makes it virtually impossible to lose these 
fins !* 

4 Exclusive open-toe design gives amazing comfort — prevents toe cramping and 
eliminates strain and fatigue ! 

5 The Rondine design permits lightness in weight, yet gives maximum fin-tip rigidity 
with increased maneuverability and 25 per cent greater speed than any other fin 
made! 

6 Rondine right and left fins are identical and interchangeable — making for con- 
venient and foolproof ease in use! 

ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTE OR IMITATIONS IF YOU WANT THE 
ULTIMATE IN COMFORT, UTILITY AND PERFORMANCE! 
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RONDINE FINS CAT.NO. SIZE SHOE SIZE RETAIL 
The fin that has captured the underwater — van $7.95 
. 1331 *Medium-Large 7-9 $7.95 

sports world! The world’s finest! 25 percent <<“. om as $8.95 
faster than any other make! The larger (with adj. instep lock-strap) 4 

| 3 Rondine fins in sizes Large (9-11) and 1335 X-Large 11-13 $8.95 

j 7 Ext qi (11 13) si ith Health (with adj. instep lock-strap) 

GIGANTE : t xtra-Large - come wi althways 


SUPER FINS ae | sensational new patented, adjustable in- *Instep lock-strap not needed in sizes: 


























sy re 95 | step lock-strap!* Med. (5 - 7) and Med. Large (7 - 9) 
and : RONDINE GIGANTE SUPER FINS 
ST] 95 1 The Healthways-Cressi Rondine Gigante Super Fin incorporates all the famous features 


of the exclusive patented Cressi Rondine design. A sensational demolition-type super size 
fin that gives tremendous power and amazing speed never before possible! Throughout 
the history of skin diving, underwater government services and experienced water sports- 
men have sought a fin like the Rondine Gigante — the fin that has everything — for the 
professional — the expert! Now it’s here — with the exclusive adjustable instep lock-strap. 
The Gigante is designed for use with rubber suits of all types — in two sizes to fit com- 
fortably any size foot with sox and boots! The Gigante fills the exacting needs of the 
experienced underwater sportsman — the military —'professional! The lightest super size 





fin ever made—has unbelievable power- CAT.NO. SIZE SHOE SIZE RETAIL 
packed snap, speed, maneuverability, 1337 X-Large 11-13 $10.95 
comfort and protection never before apeuapdaagmmabaaie $ 

. 1338 Giant Size 13-16 
possible! (with adj. instep lock-strap 11.95 











Ask to see Healthways new, bigger, better-than-ever, complete line of water sports 
and sports diving equipment at your favorite sporting goods dealer! Many sen- 
sational new items never before available! Write for free catalog! 


ALTHWAYS 
HEALTHWAYS —WORLD’S FINEST MOST COMPLETE LINE OF WATER SPORTS AND SPORTS DIVING EQUIPMENT ' Pe 


+ 9669 SEVENTH AVENUE 


LOS ANGELES 18 CAL ee * ae 









Dealer and jobber inquiries solicited. 
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SPORTS S 
4226 =. Ir 
Phoer x, / 
Hours: 9- 


CALIF¢ 


SUNLAND 
332 North 
Bever'y H 
Hours: 10 


AL’S SPOF 
Highway ( 
Cayucos, ¢ 
7-9 Sat.-S 


SOUTHER} 


KELPSUIT 
10927 Hay 
Inglewood, 
Hours: 8 4 
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San Francis 
Hours: 8-5 


VIKING SF 
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San Franci: 
Hours 9-6 
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Compressed Air Stations—a nation- 
al listing to serve the local and 
traveling diver. Advertising rate is 
$30 for 6 ads taken on a semi- 
annual basis — Jan. thru June and 
duly thru Dec. Payment must ac- 
company copy. Send all material to 
Compressed Air Stations, The Skin 
Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, Calif. 


Western Avenue 
Winthrop, Maine 
24 hour Service 








All prices are for 70 cubic foot cylinders. 


Listed Alphabetically by States and Cities. 





ARIZONA 


SPORTS SPOT 

4226 =. Indian School Road 
Phoer'x, Arizona 

Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


CALIFORNIA 


SUNLAND SPORTS LODGE 
332 North Canon Drive 
Bever'y Hills, California 
Hours: 10-9 Mon.-Sat. 


AL'S SPORTING GOODS 

Highway One at Pier 

Cayucos, California. Phone 4121 

7-9 Sat.-Sun. Hol. $1.50; weekdays $1.25 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SKIN DIVERS SUPPLY 
(Located at Compton Hardware Co.) 


$1.50 


226 E. Compton Bivd., Compton, Calif. 
Hours: 8:30-5:30. Fri. Till 9 $1.2 
KELPSUIT 

10927 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Inglewood, Calif. OR. 4-1040 

Hours: 8 to 8, Heavenly Air $1.25 
DIVE ‘N’ SURF 


731 Pearl Street 
La Jolla, California 
Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


UNDERWATER SPORTS SHOP 
5914 E. 2nd Street 

Long Beach, California 

Hours: 9:30-6:00, Open 7 days 


AQUA-DIVERS 
1901 Pac. Cst. Hwy. (Along the P.V. Hills) 
Lomita, California. DA. 6-6663 
Hours: 9- 9, 7 days a week 


SPORTLAND 

406 South Lake Avenue 

Pasadena, California. cavities Air 
9-5:30 Mon. -Thurs.; Fri. 9- 


DIVE ‘N’ SURF 

223 Hermosa Avenue 
Redondo Beach, California 
Hours: 9-6 $1.25 


MEL’S AQUA SHOP 

1911 So. Catalina Ave. 
Redondo Beach, California 
Hours: 9:30-6:00 


. ° D SPORT SHOP 
4 El Camino Real. EM. 6-9533 
aon, ood City, California 
Hrs. 9-6 Thurs. & Fri. 7-9 Sun. 9-noon 


SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY, INC. 

4042 Midway Drive 

San Diego 10, California 

Hours: 9-8, 7 days a week Certified Air $1.25 


MARINE AND SHIP SUPPLY 
390 Jefferson St. 
San Francisco 11, 
Hours: 8-5 


VIKING SPORTS CENTER 
1874 Market St. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
Hours 9-6 Fri. 9 p.m. 
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$1.25 


$1.50 


California 
$1.75 


$1.75 


VALLEY SKIN DIVER 
15206 Ventura Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, Calif. 
Hrs: 9:30-7:30, Fri. 


SAN RAFAEL SPORTING GOODS 

1444 - 4th Street 

San Rafael, California 

Hours: 9:30-6; Fri. 9 p.m. $2.00 


BRYSON’S WIND SHACK, STEARNS WHARF 
Santa a geo Calif. 

Week 7-9 p 1.35 

Sat. and A om 711 a.m.; 2-6 p.m 


TEMPLE SPORTING GOODS 

9514 East Las Tunas (Certified Air) 
Temple City, Calif. ATlantic 6-3308 
Hrs: 9-6 —9-9 on Mon. & Fri. 


UKIAH LIQUOR & SPORTING GOODS STORE 
202 South State Street 
Ukiah, California 

Hours: 9 a.m.-10 p.m., 7 


WATER GILL PRODUCTS 

2547 Lincoln Blvd. 

Venice, California. Certified Air 

Week 10-4 & 6-9; Sat.-Sun. 9-6 G 10-6 


til 9 p.m. $1.25 


days $1.50 


CONNECTICUT 


CONNECTICUT WELDER’S SUPPLY CO. 
536 Waterview Ave. 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Hours: 8-5 $2.00 


FLORIDA 


PELICAN COVE MOTEL (Tom Brown) 
Right Behind Theater of the Sea 
Islamorada, Florida Keys 


Hours: 24 hours $1.50 
WHALE HARBOR SPORT DIVING 
& AIR STAT ~- 


U.S. Highway No. 
Islamorada, Fonda’ 
Hours: 7-7 $1.50 


UNDERWATER SPORTS, 
2219 Biscayne Blvd. 
Miami, Florida $1.25 


PALM BEACH DIVERS SUPPLY 
623 So. Olive Avenue 

West Palm Beach, Florida 
$1.50 


ILLINOIS 


CHICAGO OXYGEN THERAPY SERVICE 
1641 West Irving Park Road 

Chicago 13, Illinois 

Hours: 9-9 


HOBBY DEN 

8546 S. Racine Ave. 
Chicago 20, Illinois 

Hours: 9-6; Sun. 8-11 a.m. 


, Upper Matecumbe Key 


$2.00 


IOWA 


TRI CITY HOBBY CENTER 
201 East Second Street 
Davenport 7 tlowa 


Hours: 9:30-5:00 $1.50 


INC.,& MAKO MFG. CO. 





MAINE 


BLANCHARD ASSOCIATES, INC. 


MICHIGAN 


A. J. SPORTSMEN SHOP 

18219 W. Seven Mile, KE. 4-2299 
Detroit 19, Michigan 

Hours: 3-9 p.m. $1.50 


WHITE’S SKIN DIVER SUPPLY 

3580 “H’’ Street 

Dexter (near Ann Arbor), Michigan 
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m.-10 p.m. 


AQUA SPORT DIVERS 

16015 E. Eight Mile Road 

E. Detroit, Michigan 

Hours: 9-9 $1.50 

THE MICHIGAN FROGMAN 

80 Parkhurst St. 

Pontiac, Michigan 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 4-8; Sat.-Sun. 8-8 

ST. CLAIR DIVERS CO. 

24400 E. Jefferson, Hrs.: 12-9 p.m 

St. Clair Shores, Mich. PR. 7-9852 $1.50 
(At Jefferson Bch. Marina, Lake St. Clair 


MINNESOTA 


FIRE G SAFETY INC. OF MINN. 
2104 2nd St. SW 
Rochester, Minnesota 

Hours: 24 hours a day $1.75 
JACK THE FROGMAN CO. 

5621 Harriet Ave. So. Minneapolis 
Air filtered four times 

24 hour service; 7 days a week 


NEW YORK 


TRIANGLE STORES 

182 Flatbush Avenue 

Brooklyn 17, N.Y. 

Hours: 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m. $1.45 
CENTRAL SKIN DIVERS 

160-09 Jamaica Ave. 

Jamaica, New York 

Tues.-Wed.-Thurs. till 7, Mon. G Fri., 10, Sat. 8 


RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 
233 W. 42nd Street 

New York 36, New York 

Hours: 9 a.m.-10 P.M. $2.00 


HARBOR MARINE AND SPORT SHOP 
39 Main St. 

Northport, New York, Npt. 3-2838 
Daily: 9-6 p.m., Fri. 9-9 p.m., Sun. 9-1 
R. D. GARRETT 

3471 Weidner Avenue 

Oceanside, New York 

Ph: Rockville Ctr. 4-9050; no waiting 


KID STUFF 

209 E. Main 

Riverhead, New York, Park 7 
Hours: 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 
GRODY’S LUGGAGE & SPORT SHOP 

342 South Salina Street 

Syracuse, New York. 10c per 100-Ibs. per tank 
9:30 to 5:30; Mon. G Fri. to 9 p.m. 


OREGON 


AMERMAN SPORT DIVERS SUPPLY 
7307 S.E. 76th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 

24 hour service 
FROGMAN SUPPLY CO. 
4407 S.E. Milwaukie Ave. 
Portland 2, Oregon 

Hours: 5-9. All Sat. $1.25 


PENNSYLVANIA 


HONUS WAGNER COMPANY 
813 Liberty Ave. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
Hours: 9-5:3 0 


VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Cc. &G M. CARON 


$1.50 
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$2.00 


-4164 
$2.00 


$1.50 


$1.50 


Main Street 

Saint Thomas, Virgin Islands 
Hours: 8:30-6 $2.00 
WASHINGTON 


PUGET SOUND DIVERS COMPANY 
2520 Westlake Avenue North 
Seattle 9, Washington 


Hours: 8-6 weekly; 9-11 a.m. Sun. $1.50 
SEATTLE SKIN DIVING SUPPLIES 

4853 Calif. Avenue 

Seattle, Washington 

24 hours service Ph. AV. 5811 $1.50 
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ate a further interest in skin diving and underwater spearfishing; to aid 
and advance scientific research through underwater swimming methods; 
to encourage and promote all types of activities participated in and 
caused by underwater swimming enthusiasts and to provide an advertising 
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Editorial 


From "‘Outdoor California’’ published by the 
California Department of Fish and Game 


. The recent ban on spearfishing along the Florida coast south 
of Miami and in the upper Florida keys has touched off an uproar of 
protest from the skin divers and those who have made their living 
from services to the goggle fishermen. The action was taken, state 
officials said, because the underwater spearmen had depleted fish life 
along the reefs. Groupers and snappers were their principal target, 

In California, however, the Department of Fish and Game believes 
the present regulations applying to all sportfishing amply protect 
ocean fish resources along the coast. Another factor in good relations 
between the anglers and the diving fraternity here has been in the 
close working together through organized clubs, councils and fecera- 
tions of sportsmen. 

These provide an important means of exchanging information on 
each other’s activities, helping members to understand the problems 
and needs of the other groups. The department works closely with 
the sportsmen’s councils also, seeking to keep them informed of its 
program and trying to reconcile different points of view before they 
become major problems leading to ill feeling. 

Department experts said in commenting on underwater fishing 

“We have no real evidence that fish can be driven away from) the 
areas by spearfishermen, although they may become much more shy, 
Open water and reef fishes apparently so far have been able to take 
care of themselves. If and when further restrictions are necessary, 
we feel sure that the Council of Diving Clubs will be the first to come 
forward with recommendations for more stringent regulations. 

The Florida situation is critical. Read “Fiction and Facts” on Page 
17, this issue, and see some of the propaganda that is being spread 
about by the opposition. Then, take pen in hand and write to Goy- 
ernor Leroy Collins, Tallahassee, Florida, defending skin diving and 
spearfishing. This is urgent. In February Florida will decide «bout 
spearfishing . . . if they decide against it, the entire state will be 
closed to underwater activities. 

Spain, France and Italy . . . that is the way the European Champi- 
onships finished . . . and in both the individual and team competitions. 
Details will be in a coming issue. 





S.P.A.A.A.U. Underwater Spearfishing Committee 
NATIONAL AWARDS DINNER—December 9, 1956 
Moulin Rouge, 6230 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, California 








MUDSHARKS WINTER SPEARFISHING MEET 
January 20, 1957 
Contact in advance for details: Gary Keffler, 
535 N. 72nd, Seattle, Washington 
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DECEMBER COVER—’’ With the electric torch in hand, leaving behind the light of the entrance of Medas Islands caverns, my friend 


Roberto Diaz follows me through to mystery.” 


4 


The cover picture only gives you a brief of the mystery of Medas Islands. 
Edward Admetila Lazaro, noted Spanish diver and photographer, in this unparalleled adventure. 


Fol low 
Page 6. ‘’28 Meters to Mystery.” 
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DEPTH 
RECORD 
SHATTERED 


ITALIAN ACES 
REACH 41 METERS 
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A new depth record for skin diving was set Sep- 
tember 19, 1956 at Rapallo, Italy. 


The Neapolitan champions Erminio Falco and Al- 
berto Novelli reached the tremendous depth of 41 
meters (134.51 feet) with Caraibi fins and a Mares 
mask. The former free diving depth record was also 
held by an Italian, Raimondo Bucher, 127.95 feet. 


The depth and circumstances of the dive were 
carefully checked and regularly controlled by two 
officers of the F.1.A.S. 

Man, using skin diving methods, is rapidly going 
deeper and further into the great unknown. The 
divers for this occasion had to be in first class phy- 
sical condition and mentally prepared. 


Photographs by ROBERTO MERLO—Torino, Italy 
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28 meters to 


MYSTERY! 











by edward admetila lazaro 


diver-photographer 
barcelona, spain 
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|Jowapays, A Lor of people are fond of Underwater Spear 
fishing. Here, in Spain, we have practiced it for nearly 
sixtcen years. We have some very good places for Diving: 
in southern Spain (Andalusia), and some excellent locations 
in Northern Africa. To get normal catches, we must dive 
to an average depth of 15 meters. (A Meter is 39.37 inches. 
Ed 

Speaking for myself—I gave up Spearfishing (as has hap 
pened to so many others) in favor of marine photography. 
\ breathing device, The Lung, was responsible for this 
change in action. I am considered a pioneer of Lung Div 
ing. in Spain, and having equipped myself with a new un 
derwater weapon—the underwater camera—I am, again, 
shooting fish. 

However, I’m shooting them with highly friendly “shots” 
and strangely enough, they seem to sense my brand new, 


good feelings, remaining quiet and posing for pictures with 


good manners! 
while back, the use of the lung for underwater spear- 
I had nothing to do with 


suc 


fishing was forbidden in Spain. 
thi, lawmaking, but I must abide by it. So I fear that my 
future writings must only make reference to underwater 
exploration and photography, archeological items and also 
on speleologic searches. 

| would like to transcribe, here, an excerpt from a chapter 
out of my book (soon to be published in Spain), The Call 
Of The Depth. This chapter is entitled, The Mystery Of 
Medas Islands, and refers to the interesting and breathtak- 
ing exploration of a great cavern which pierces through all 
the islands, from 20 to 28 meters below the surface of the sea. 

Medas Islands are situated in the magnificent Costa Brava 
in Catalonia near a village named Estartit. They are famous 
for their landscapes, the transparency of the water and the 
red coral of their depths. 

| quote from my book: 

“In one of my diving trips to Costa Brava I heard this 
story for the first time: “The huge, granite mass of Medas 
Islands are sustained ove 
mainder of its base is a large, unexplored and mysterious 
I felt an eagerness to know the truth o1 


three rocky columns. The re 


submarine cave.’ 

the fantasy of this theory! Originally, I planned to in 
vestigate this mysterious cavern with several friends, but 
unexpected events prevented them from meeting me_ in 
Estartit, and so I went alone to attend the adventure. 

1 made friends with an old fisherman, named Felix, who 
soon promised to guide me down to the gloomy entrance of 
the cave. For many years Felix—hardened by the sea and 
the harsh winds—had expertly accompanied Greek Coral Fish 
divers, exploiting the coral richness of the coast; and Felix 
knew perfecty the locations of the innumerable caverns. 

Came the day we embarked to the Medas Islands mystery! 
I had everything I needed: lung, camera and electric torch. 
At the foot of a wild looking cliff, Felix anchored the small 
boat and turned to me. “This is the place,” he said. “At 
20 meters you will find a great entrance, but only 8 meters 
beneath the sea—or so those Greek divers said—there exists 
a narrow hole that connects with the main entrance. From 
there, you can go through any of them.” 


Really I could—if I dared to . 

| put on the lung, checked the electric lamp and provided 
myself with a respectable dose of courage. Plunging into 
the sea, I dove straight to the bottom—closely following the 
cliff underwater. 
tunnel, should I be lucky enough to find it, and explore its 
walls and ceiling for precious coral. I was very disappointed 


My intention was to pass through the 


at having to make the dive alone, but I wasn’t going to 


allow either disappointment or nervousness to cheat me out 
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of solving the mystery of the cavern. I had set my watch 
for half the time I expected my air supply to last; a normal 
reserve not being quite cnough to get into and out of the 
cavern. However, finding no sign of the main entrance, I 
went back up to the surface and, following a short rest, 
dove again. 

\ dark 
hole, 2 meters wide, just as Felix had described! Swimming 


At 8 meters I found the narrow opening this time! 


to it, I saw pale light at the end of its gallery and a writh- 
ing swarm of small fish darting in and out of it. I advanced 
through the odd passage toward the light and discovered a 
large pit which descended, perpendicularly, to the bottom— 
twisting and following upward to free air in a fissure of 
the coast. 

It was really a sight to see—sunbeams penetrating that 
natural skylight, illuminating the fanciful walls of the wide 
well! Bubbles from my lung broke the quiet surface with 
a noisy, happy, burbling saund. 

Shortly thereafter, I started for the bottom. In some places, 
the width of the pit was about 3 meters, and my depthmeter 
read 20 meters at its end. Slowly, I turned around. At one 
side I guessed the light of open sea, through the main en 
trance; on the other side—the 4 meters wide, 5 meters high 
black mouth of the tunnel held the secret I sought. 

Would I dare decipher it? Nervously, I lit my electric 
torch, its white rays lost in the darkness. I approached the 
walls and cautiously entered, glancing backwards from time 
to time. In the counterlight of the yawning entrance, undu 
lating clouds of fish created a scene of great beauty! 

I swam up to the ceiling and marveled at it! The rocky 
vault was thickly encrusted with a rough mantle of biologic 
growth of wonderful color, dominated by the intense red of 
coral branches that shone like frozen blood in the harsh glare 
of my torch. Whichever way I looked, I saw that luxuriant 
coral vegetation, so beautiful and so difficult to describe: 
suitable to a poet’s or writer’s descriptive powers. And | 
have neither. I can only offer the reader my interpretation 
of a fantastic sight. 

Possibly I was the first human being who prolaned—no, 
that’s not the word—who admired that weirdly beautiful 
manifestation of nature. It was completely dark inside the 
tunnel and the light at the entrance was very diffused. 

I had forgotten my diving time and was really surprised 
when I began noticing the first signs of exhausted air tanks. 
Reluctantly, I abandoned my search and surfaced. I didn’t 
realize it, but I had not yet even guessed the secret of the 
great cavern. 

A few days later, I returned with my good diver-friend, 
Robert Diaz. As before, Felix took us to the same site at 
the base of the cliff. We dove at once and, knowing the 
way, | resolutely entered the narrow gallery, closely followed 


by my comrade. When we reached the well, I studied his 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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By DIMITRI REBIKOFF 


Cannes, France 


HROUGH the magic of modern science “Pegasus” the 
winged horse of mythology has become a real thing, with a 
slight variant however, since it happens underwater, in un- 
derwater world, the conquest of which has just begun. 

Our submarine “Pegasus” is in fact the product of the 
marriage of the submarine and of a plane. From the sub- 
marine it takes the electric engine and batteries, its hull re- 
sisting to 200 meters depth, its propeller and depth rudders, 
but at the same time it is a plane by its gear shift, its instru- 
ment panel which makes possible flying without visibility, 
its relative velocity, its acrobatic possibilities. 

But it is in fact much more than an authentic electric 
fish which is ridden by a “diving jockey” lying down, holding 
it tight with the knees, like a rider on a galloping pure bred 
horse, but lying down even more to give as little drag as 
possible to the violent current, because “Pegasus” can reach 
speeds that can compete with the fastest fishes. 

This is the final result of long experiments which like the 
perfecting of modern planes, went from the individual 
submarine powered by foot, built by the American Holland 
in 1875, and simultaneously by the Russian engineer Drze- 
wiecki (in 1877), without forgetting the famous Italian 
mounted torpedoes which were none other than classical 
war torpedoes with a saddle and stirrup, to say nothing of 
our first torpedoes used in submarine moving pictures and 
the heavy but powerful “propulseur” of the G.E.R.S. in 
Toulon. 

Our readers all know that for about five years we have 
been experimenting on a miniature torpedo intended for 
towing divers who hold on to two handles. 

It has been found out that these torpedoes are precious 
in so far that they multiply the radius of activity of the diver, 


thanks to their speed of 114 knots, already superior to tl 
diver’s speed and to their self running time of more than 2 
hours, this being possible by the astonishing silver-zinc sto 
age battery built by Andyar. 

When exploring underwater, one feels infinitely weak 
in front of the size of the sea either on the surface or below. 
However, before dreaming of seeing the submarine world at 
4000 meters and below, this being possible now with th 
extraordinary bathyscaphe of Professor Piccard of the Frenc\i 
Navy, one can explore near the shores, this represents 4 
large fraction of the underwater world and an interesting 
one at that since it is precisely the richest one in fishes and 
also the richest in wrecks due to the nearness of the shores. 

But it is impossible to think of exploring even a small por- 
tion of the area near the coast merely by swimming. Indeed 
the maximum time a diver with three bottles can stay undc1 
water is one hour at 10 meters and one-half hour only at 
30 meters. It is practically very difficult to go further than 
200 meters from the boat, because there is just about enough 
air for the way back. 

One of the reasons of such a short radius of activity is that 
the hydrodynamic brake of the automonous diver in spite 
of its small size is greater than the diver’s. It is for this reason 
and also on account of weight outside water that it is po 
sible to equip the diver with large bottles. 

A few hundred meters of radius of activity is ridiculous 
when compared to the size of the ocean, even when com 
pared with ten kilometers or more required for the explora- 
tion of a small section of the coast. 

That is why diving of the autonomous diver and the use of 
flippers are a far cry from the old diving suit and lead soles 
where the radius of activity was 10 meters or so and not 
enough compared to the size of the field to be explored. 

The equivalent of a plane is needed underwater. A first 
solution was the submarine, which originally was designe: 
not for war purposes but indeed with a view to exploration. 

In 1900, we could dream freely in front of the success of 
the French Navy, of Holland, of Lake, one was getting nea 
the realization of Jules Verne’s Nautilus. 
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But the Navy showing how right was the genius writer, un- 
derstood the great fighting possibilities of a fish-boat, abso- 
Jute master of the seas by its invisibility and also by its per- 
fect armour, the water around. 

Under the work of the engineer Max Laubeuf, the sub- 
marine fish was put aside to work instead on submersible tor- 
pedoes moving on the water and submerging for the fight 
which was watched through the periscope. 

From 1900 until now, all submarines of the entire world 
were copied with minor improvements from the original 
submarine of Laubeuf. 

The submarine is too big and too heavy to maneuver 
near rocks, besides it is not made for that. Its size, on the 
contrary, enables it to cross the oceans. It cannot be ma- 
neuvcred around rocks at the bottom of the sea. There is 
no way for a diver to leave the ship. There are no port-holes 
whic!) would be too vulnerable in case of fight, it is too 
com} licated and too costly to take care of and to use, it has 
too niany instruments like periscope, torpedoes, tubes, etc. . . 
ther: fore the submarine cannot be used for any submarine 
exploration. 

In the last 50 years of patrolling and fighting around the 
entire world, submarines have not brought any progress to 
oceanography except for a little knowledge about density 
and temperatures of the water below the surface. 

Something else was needed for exploration. A small vehicle 
was needed, small, therefore cheap and of moderate upkeep, 
smal! enough to go in any crevasse or deep fissures at the 
bottom of the sea and also small enough to enter wrecks 
and get out. 


The need called for a diver with his equipment, a diver 
free in the water, he being able to observe and to do things, 
and not a blind prisoner locked up in a steel tube. 


Control had to be done by one man, not like in the 
dassical submarine where three men are at the wheel, one 
takes care of the direction, one of the balance of the ship 
and one is responsible for diving, this is too expensive and 
cannot be used in exploration. 

Powerful search lights are needed, a moving picture camera 
and also a complete set of instruments to guide the ship 
underwater, 

A first step was accomplished during the war by the Italian 
torpedoes manned by two men, the one in front in charge of 
direction and diving by means of a small wheel, the second 
man on the back would keep the vehicle afloat during the 
first part of the fight with the help of a ballast which, when 
full, would make the vehicle go down at a maximum of 10 
meters or so, enough to go under the hull of the attacked 
ship and set there a heavy explosive. In fact, these mounted 
torpedoes were very primitive, they could not follow a 
straight line at a specific depth underwater, neither make 
any acrobatic maneuvers. There was only one depth rudder 
in the rear, not enough to assure precise control over a cer- 
tain route underwater. 

Moreover, the Italian vehicles were very heavy (about 2000 
kilos) their speed and radius of activity were shortened on 
account of the limited capacity of lead batteries which were 
used. More recently our own moving picture torpedo was 
created to give more speed and safety to the diver-explorer. 
This torpedo made for amateurs is of moderate price, does 
not weigh more than 14 to 18 kilos, according to the type, 
it has an engine of 14HP, one or two bulbs of 800 watts 
each which light up the bottom of the sea and enables col- 
ore! moving pictures with small equipment as simple and 
a autonomous as the breathing apparatus. 

During this time the G.E.R.S. of Toulon built a “propul- 
seur”” for military use with lead batteries in a steel hull— 
they are heavier than moving picture torpedoes for the same 
work, ; TG% 


(Continued on Page 10) 
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The modern ‘broom of a witch’ takes off with the energy and sud- 
denness of a stick of dynamite. The jockey gets a good feel of the 
reins and sets a compass course . . . his underwater friends are 
awed by his spectacular acrobatics . . . he is too. Photo Ada Rebi- 
koff Niggeler. 


Powering down through a deep crevasse, Pegasus carries its rider to 
great depths in a minimum of time. Dimitri's ears soon became accus- 
tomed to the rapid ups and downs. Photo by Stan Waterman. 











PEGASUS 


(Continued from Page 9) 





The camera momentarily stops the speedy flight of Pegasus as it 
cruises around the huge rock. Pegasus has all of the controls of o 
modern day submarine. Photo by Stan Waterman. 


We soon found out, like the GERS technicians, that it is 
impossible to move by hand a torpedo or propulsor, as long 
as its power is stronger than the diver’s strength, which is 
easy to understand. Of course, on one HP torpedo or better 
two HP, one sees that the torpedo goes straight ahead, no 
matter how hard the diver tries to make it change its course. 
The diver is soon exhausted after hard efforts which consume 
lots of air, he has to stop, turn the torpedo while swimming 
around, and then start for another direction, stop after 20 
meters. Such a maneuver underwater is not only very 
hard, but it has nothing to do with control which makes 
possible a submarine exploration of a large area, during 
several hours. 

I then tried to add to my torpedo one by one, a depth 
rudder and vertical rudder like on the classical submarine. 
First a vertical rudder, then a depth rudder in the rear, 
but this was not satisfactory. The biggest problem was to 
have one man in charge and able to control completely a 
fast and easy to handle vehicle, unlike the classical subma- 
rine, where three men are needed at the wheel, or the Italian 
torpedo manned by two divers. 

The only rational solution was a combination of gear 
shift and rudder bar created for planes by Esnault-Pelterie, 
system permitting perfect control of any moving vehicle in 
the three dimensions of space. 

But a submarine is not quite a plane. First, the density 
of the water is 770 times superior to the density of air, then 
water cannot be compressed, besides our vehicle does not 
weigh anything underwater, not even 10 grams and is there- 
fore in perfect equilibrium just like a balloon or a dirigible. 

It took several years of hard work, as per principles ex- 
plained in “Science et vie” of July 1952, to come up with 
a system of control simple and automatical, being taken care 
of by one man who needs a free hand for control of the en- 
gine and auxiliaries such as search light, 4000 watts light 
for the camera, horn, etc... . 

We have been able to realize after many diving trials and 
many long nights of work in the shop, a system of control 
simple and strong that any diver can learn in one lesson. 


f KEY OF THE SEA 


When I put my left hand on the control, holding the 
vehicle firmly with my knees, the feet well placed on the 
rudder bar, the handle bar secured under my arms, it was 
with some apprehension that I put my finger on the very 
small lever which, through electro-magnetic relay, similar in 
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a small size to two of an electric train, was going to start 
the four electric engines of a total of two HP. 


What was going to happen? Was I going to maneuver un- 
derwater like a fish or on the contrary would my vehicle 
go spinning under the effect of the reaction of the propeller? 
This was a wonderful feeling . . . I left the sand botiom 
where “Pegasus” was resting and rocketed towards the sur. 
face. Before I had time to push the control I jumped out of 
the water quite unvoluntarily and then fell in an ocean of 
foam—but control was easy and all I needed to do was to 
push forward, ever so slightly, the control handle to dive 


Luckily, my ears did not give me any trouble that day in 
spite of the difference in pressure. I fell to the bottom aiter 
a vertiginous nose dive. After a natural reflex I pulled the 
control handle towards me and then I saw the bottom be. 
coming parallel. How wonderful . . . Just hold the con:rol 
handle straight and then follow the bottom at a great sp: ed, 
speed never reached when I swim and yet I am only in 
“second” (Pegasus has three speeds like a car). A latcral 
pressure of one centimeter gives me an inclination of 15° 
first to the left, then to the right. This is wonderful .. . I 
can spin horizontically at will. What a pity that I am nota 
seasoned air pilot, it would be easier to handle the pure 
bred horse which however responds very well to any move 
of the control handle. 


To begin I turn around my ship lying at anchor not to 
lose sight of her and also not to go too far from my wife 
and friends Barnier and Piroux so that they can comc¢ to 
my rescue if need be. It is easy to use the rudder bar. 


But soon I make the classical mistake of all beginner: in 
aviation. I jam the controls. Every time I push with my 
right foot on the rudder bar to turn to the right, unvolun- 
tarily I push down the gear shift to the left, as a result I do 
such acrobatic stunts that I look very funny in the eyes of iy 
friends. At times, I am on my back, or else I spin up, straight 
out of the water like a dolphin or else I make a very unsual 
loop. 


In a plane, the pilot fears loss of speed which can be fatal 
On this vehicle even if I lose completely my bearings under 
the effect of dizziness and the difference of pressures, all | 
have to do is to stop the engines. Pegasus stops instantly, 
remains still underwater in a perfect horizontal position. 
This is due to the fact that it is so well balanced that in- 
stantly it goes back to a horizontal position, making the 
difference between bottom and top like a plumb-line. All | 
have to do is to look up or down to see where I am. I soon 
found out that after I left my friends, thanks to the extra 
ordinary speed of the vehicle I am in a strange place. 


Therefore it is a must to use a compass and depth mano 
meter, to keep an eye on them at all times if one wants to 
ride without visibility. 

This is very simple. When I leave a known spot, for in- 
stance, the ship under which my friends are, they cannot 
keep up with me. I have to watch the compass and follow 
it during the exploration. For instance, we are now above 
“The tombant du Vengeur” (a rock underwater), if I head 
south, I will go towards the coast of Ste Marguerite Island. 
I can either navigate underwater at a chosen depth, for in- 
stance 10 or 35 meters with the help of a manometer or on 
the contrary go near the bottom of the sea and watch the 
scenery, very much like a plane flying low. This is perfectly 
safe since I can stop at will, without reversing the engines. 


On arrival at destination, for example near the coast all 
I have to do is to check the time of the ride on the chrono 
graph and to head straight towards north, to go straight 
ahead while watching the chronograph. Every time I am 
surprised and pleased to find myself in a friendly environ 
ment to see the hull of the ship balancing herself gracefully 
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on the waves of the sky as the surface looks to me — the an- 
chor — the other torpedoes resting on the bottom, and my 
friends who can’t believe their eyes and look at me with 
fear and envy. 


Now Pegasus is tamed. I can make it do what I want. We 
are now above “The Tombant du Vengeur” the top of 
which is at 12 meters below the surface and the bottom at 
45 meters. It is very impressive and all the more as the sea 
is rough and the water muddy — it is very dark below and 
visibility is hardly 5 meters. We are in a real submarine 
pea soup. 


My wife goes first with her moving picture torpedo of a 
classical type, smaller than Pegasus — soon she is set at a 
depth of about 30 meters from where she can see me and 
take my picture as I move near the rock. My friends 
Barnier and Piroux are there, also an American diver Stan 
Waterman who also has a camera. He is absolutely dum- 
founded by the diabolical invention of the darn French. 
Now I will try the third speed, above four knots, high speed 
for a diver. First a little ride above the sea weeds. What an 
experiment ... The current is so strong that it nearly tears 
away the mouthpiece, it stretches to a maximum the pipes 
and nearly tears away the mask, 


luckily the straps of the mask and the mouthpiece had 
been reinforced before. The weather is getting bad and 
we cannot stay very The next time “Pegasus” will 
have a transparent hood to protect me against the current. 


long. 


| turn around and arrive above the whirlpool. Now I go 
down vertically on the side of the rock. What an extra- 
ordinary feeling . . . If it were not for the rapid increase 
of pressure in my ears and the rising of the needle of the 
manometer, I would feel like walking horizontally on a hori 
zontal rock. I see fishes absolutely still, they are paralyzed 
with fright at the sight of such a strange noisy shark which 
leaves bubbles behind him . . . In a very short time, the man- 
ometer reads 40 meters and I find myself on a rock at 45°. 


It is very tempting to keep on going deeper and deeper. 
But a long discipline of diving has taught me that 40 meters 
is the limit where it is safe for one man to go alone under 
normal circumstances. It is with very much regret that I turn 
around and head for the surface. I go very near a coral bank 
that I can see from below. I do not see the surface. It is 
too muddy but I can guess where it is since my bubbles 
stop there. Let us have some light. Under two search lights 
of 2000 watts the sight is breath taking, a fairy land of red 
and gold is around me. Unfortunately I can’t see anymore, 
because the muddy water is affected by the light. It is safer 
to turn off the lights, to look out for the rock, have an eye 
on the instruments and go back to the surface at full speed. 
I mean in third speed. I look at the chronograph. It took 
me 15 seconds to ride the 30 meters, it being the difference 
between the bottom of the “Vengeur” and the top of the 
“Tombant”. One must not exaggerate, I spent only one 
minute below, therefore the shock that kills divers is not 
to be feared. Just the same there is a decompression from 
5 to 1 atmosphere. I am going up spirally and I surface about 
100 meters from the ship anchored at several kilometers 
from the coast. 


What an extraordinary situation. I feel more at ease at 40 
meters below the surface than on the surface. Besides my 
friends are below and I am sure they are worried. Down I 
go — a few seconds — I see the edge of the rock — 15 seconds 
— | am all the way down — It is very exciting to go up and 
down at will on the side of the rock. I zigzag — make a few 
curves, go away from the rock at full speed in the muddy 
blue water at 35 meters below, following a course to the 
north on the compass, navigating for one minute, then 


(Continued on Page 15) 
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—< 
Front view of ‘‘Pegasus’’ showing the forward hydroplanes which are 
steered independently by a patented differential system. Diving is 
controlled with the left hand. The rider is held in position by the 
reversed handle bars showing just behind Marcel Rousseau. 





Head-on view—left to right, 35 watt head lamp; 16mm camera; speed 
lever with motor and camera controls; instrument board with compass, 
chronograph, depth-meter; contro! stick; 2000 watt light for camera; 35 
watt head light. 





Recharging—tThis is done exactly as aboard a normal sub except that 
charging unit is not contained in machine. This accounts partly for the 
lightness of Pegasus, only 90 pounds. Electric charger (on the left) 
takes less than one hour to recharge. Cornelius compressor (right) 
refills diver's tanks and ballast control. 


Underwater flyer looks like a rocket. Photos by Dimitri Rebikoff. 











On San Nicholas Island . . . 


THE NAVY HUNTS 
FOR OIL 


at 
. 


(from Ariel) 


Official U.S. Navy Photographs 


By Conrad Forbes, Ph3 


Fresh from Davy Jones’ Locker, diver Tom Eisner returns to the whale- 


boat after a photo mission. Note light meter around his neck. : : 
In spite of the growing importance of nuclear power tue 


American Navy is still dependent upon oil. During Wold 
War II petroleum made up more than half of the total ton- 
nage this country shipped overseas, America and her allies 
required seven billion barrels of oil to keep their war na 
chines moving. 


> 


The Navy’s search for this vital material, instigated by 
Sam Dabney, formerly a Novy diver now working with the U.S. Geo- ‘ : | R Boari ‘I: ers : 1 1 
logical Survey party, makes an effective entrance into the water. Not Naval Petroleum CseT ve oare a das a extenc _ seed as 
exactly right, but effective. late San Nicolas Island about 60 miles off the California 


coast where the Naval Air Missile Test Center maintains men 
and facilities for the testing of guided missiles. 


The premilinary exploration began carly in the spring of 
1955 as the result of a Visit to the island ‘last year by geol 
ogists from the Naval Electronics Laboratory, San Diego, 
on other business. The group noted that the island’s to 
pography might indicate the presence of oil. Their report 
found its way to the Naval Petroleum Reserve Board which 
requested the U. S. Geological Survey, (an activity of the 
Department of the Interior) to undertake an exploratory 
survey. 

Geologist John Vedder is project chief and working with 
him are Dr. Robert Norris, professor of geology at Santa 
Barbara College; Sam Dabney, an ex-Navy diver and geology 
student at Santa Barbara; Tom Eisner, mining engineering 
student, doing research projects at Cal Tech. 

Vedder is the only full-time U.S.G.S. employee on the 
project. The others will return to their college occupations 
shortly. (Dr. Norris had studied San Nicolas Island in 1950 
with the Scripps Institution of Oceanography and for that 
reason was employed to assist in the current operation.) Ved- 
der, during the winter months when further Work on the 
island is halted by inclement weather, will compile a report 
of the summer’s activities. 

Simply, these activities consist of mapping in detail the 
rock types and securing samples for fossi] determination. 

Operations. have not been confined to the island alone. 
Vedder, Eisner and Dabney are qualified ‘frogmen’ and when 
the weather is favorable spend the day at sea taking sam- 
ples from the ocean floor around San Nicolas Island. >» 
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Fron the mast of the LCU the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey ensign flies Navy signal 
flags indicating the ‘underwater survey 
work is being conducted’. 


Prior to a diving operation the survey group poses with equipment needed. 
loaded down with diving gear a whale- Included are both movie and still cameras for underwater photography. 
boat prepares to leave the larger LCU. 

Boats used are furnished by the Navai 
Air Missile Test Center's Island Facilities 
Dept. at Point Mugu, California. 


Before transferring from the LCU to the whaleboat for diving operations 
survey group plans dives to be made and area to be covered. Clockwise 
from lower left are Tom Eisner, Jack Vedder, Dan Milton, Sam Dabney and 


Bob Norris. Echo sounding gear on the plotting table is capable of reading 
ocean depth to the inch. 
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Norm Randal! swims along the slope at 120 feet looking for coins 
tossed by tourists in the glass bottom boats. 


DIVING IN THE 


Diver Bob Brown peers down into the 185 foot abyss of the worlc’s 
deepest spring. The group had one hour to complete the dive. 


WORLD'S DEEPEST SPRING 


By MARV JONES, JR. 


rhe very first time I saw the marvelous spectacle of Flor 
ida’s Wakulla Springs, | made up my mind that someday 
I would dive there with my lung, even though divers were 
forbidden in the spring. With my fins and mask [I floated 
along the surface peering down into the 185’ abyss. On a 
clear day and if the sun were right one could see about 140’ 
down. There the springs continued down under a ledge and 
one could see no deeper unless he dove about 40’ down. 
That was my first trip to the spring and I thought it one 
of the most beautiful sights I had ever seen. 

On my next trip to Wakulla, I was to see the manager, 
Mr. Stane, and try to get his help in securing permission 
from the State Capitol for two divers and myself to dive 
there and get pictures for this article for “Skin Diver.” Mr. 
Stane was wonderfully cooperative and said that he thought 
he could get the permission for us in about two weeks’ time. 
I agreed that myself and the other two divers would be there 
Saturday, two weeks hence. Mr. Stane spoke as though he 
was sure he could obtain the permission. 

Upon returning to Lake City and telling Bob Brown and 
Norm Randall, my two diving partners, about this, they 
velled aloud in joy. They too had always wanted to dive 
in the world’s deepest spring. 

The two weeks passed agonizingly slow. However, the day 
finally came. It was Saturday and our day! We had made all 
sorts of plans and were sure that we had overlooked nothing. 
We loaded all our gear, plus a spare lung that we were to 
place down 140’ in case of trouble. Next thing we were on 
the highway headed towards a true adventure! 

Upon arriving at the spring, which is just south of Talla- 
hassee, we went to the office to check with Mr. Stane and 
make sure everything was complete. He asked that we sign 
insurance releases so that in case anything happened, the 
insurance company would not be liable. This was merely 
routine, but something that the insurance company de- 
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manded. We were to be allowed one hour’s diving time. 
Phirty minutes on the first dive, then a rest period of thirty 
minutes to warm and rest up, and then a final thirty min- 
utes on the last dive. The spring stays at a constant 70 ce 
grees temperature so we chose not to wear our suits because 
of the presure at the greater depths. 

On the first dive. Bob and Norm circled about the ledge 
prior to descending so I could get some shots of them over 
the ledge. I took some here that I thought would come out 
fairly well and then motioned them to deeper water. I had 
them circle about the face of the Cliff and thought I had 
gotten several good shots here also. We then swam down to 
120’ and looked around at all the beautiful sights to be 
seen there. The most beautiful sight of all being the face 
of the cliff that tapered off and formed something of a tun- 
nel down to the bottom. At the end of the almost. vertical 
tunnel it was reputed to be 185’ deep. This we would check 
on the second dive. Time passed unbelievably fast and our 
first 30 minutes was up. We started the long ascent to the 
surface. 

On top, Bob and Norm dried off and lay down in the 
sun to warm up. I myself was busy with the camera, getting 
it out of the case and getting another roll of film into the 
camera as I had just about used all of the first roll. I also 
wanted to get a few color shots later on. 

On the second dive we did not stop on our descent. We 
went straight to 140’. Bob had carried the spare lung with 
him this time and there he placed it. I took several shots 
of the divers. Norm continued down to 165’. Suddenly he 
turned around like a flash and headed towards me at 140’ 
He stopped by me and through very mumbled talking and 
sign language I asked him what was wrong. He pointed his 
finger towards his head and circled it, meaning he had gotten 
dizzy. This I could not understand as one is not supposed 
to get nitrogen narcosis at these depths, I didn’t think. 
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Bob and myself thereupon went down 
with him and kept a close eye on him. 
This time he appeared to be ok. Then 
it happened to me! At 170’ I started get- 
ting « real slight dizzy sensation and my 
air tasted very bitter. I couldn’t under 
stand this as these were not the nitrogen 
narcosis symptoms I had always heard of. 
Bob was right with me and he seemed 
to be alright. Norm was then at 180’ 
and lie seemed to be o.k., also. I mo- 
tioned that I was going up a little and 
the other boys followed me. We spent a 
few more minutes looking around and 
thoroughly enjoyed the scenery of what 
must also be the world’s most beautiful 
spring. I motioned again that I was go- 
ing to surface and reload my camera. 
On top I put in the roll of color film 





Norm Randall having dizzy sensations at 165 


feet. He later lost these sensations upon 
teaching the 140 foot level. The divers be- 
lieved that impure air was responsible. 


| had brought along and re-entered the 
water promptly. I got several shots ol 
the boys on their way up and they also 
went down for me again so I could 
get some shots of the descent. I photo 
graphed the various fish and marine life 
and then we decided to call it a day as 
all our reserve valves were working and 
just about out. 

On the surface we figured there must 
have been some foreign substance in oun 
air to the 
comparatively shallow 
depths. We would definitely have to 
check on this later. 

The trip was agreed by all concerned 
that it was by far the most wonderful 
diving experience we had ever had. We 
should remember 
live. I 


have caused sensations we 


had at those 


this as long as we 
everyone that 
hasn’t seen this beautiful spring to do 
so if they have the chance. They too 


would long remember seeing the world’s 


sincerely urge 


largest and deepest; and I’m sure, the 
world’s most beautiful spring. >s~ 
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PEGASUS 
(Continued from Page 11) 


turning around, going south at the same 
depth and then see the black rock get- 
ting near. I take a turn to the right and 
50 centimeters away I see the rock 
which looks like it is falling over —I 
turn around to my wife, above her — she 
is taking pictures as the lights of the 
camera are on. 

The successive going up and down 
have cleared my ears, they have adapted 
themselves to the rapid changes. Let’s 
take advantage of it — 1 rocket to the 
surface, jump out of the water like a 
dolphin, yell with joy, down I go again 
— 10, 20, 40, 45 meters shows the mano 
meter — watch out — up again. 


In hardly 15 minutes, I go down six 
times to the bottom and up again, I 
have not dived that much in a whole 
summer. 

My friends who are taking pictures 
are as excited as I am, we have a sub 
marine which is a plane — a plane which 
is a horse — a horse which is a fish. We 
mastered the the 
that sea every inch of it we are going 


have s€a, bottom of 


to explore. 


After 
friends have to come up. As for me I 


half an hour of diving my 
still play around going down and up 
like crazy on the side of the “Vengeur” 
which becomes quite familiar. 

I do not have to swim, the engines 
of the “Pegasus” do the work, I do not 
need as much air as they do. However, 
I do not want them to worry — At any 
rate this proves that with “Pegasus” one 
can navigate alone, there is no need for 
a team. With a second Pegasus ridden 
by a friend we could navigate like an 
This is ou next 


escadrille. goal for 


summer, 


When finally I reach the ship, after a 
last spiral, it is with much regret that 
I stop the engine exactly under the ship, 
centi- 


I bring “Pegasus” at about 10 


meters from the ropes which will be 
used to put it on board. I tie “Pegasus” 
and go to my friends who are taking 
suits. 


off their rubber 


What they have seen, what I have felt 
is like the feeling of having opened wide 
the world full of 
calculable treasures, thanks to the mod- 


door of a new un- 


ern “broom of a witch.” >» 


Christmas only comes once a Year! 
* think of your diving friends 
* with a gift every month in '57 
* Special “Skin Diver” subscription blank on Page 28 


eéac 





Ted Alan Mayo of Glendale, California, will 
soon be joining his dad, Ted Mayo, on his 
weekly excursions to the underwaterland. 
Teddy is now 2% years old and has been 
swimming regularly for six months. Ted, Sr., 
a student at Los Angeles School of Chiroprac- 
tic, is Organizing an underwater club there. 


Phillipa Lord, 8 years old of Mt. Desert, 
Maine. Miss Lord is the constant diving com- 
panion of Dolores MacCarthy (page 21, Oc- 
tober issue) and does an excellent job of 
diving to depths of 15 feet. She is a natural 
swimmer and cold water doesn't faze her in 
the least. Next summer Dolores will teach 
her to use a spear. Phillipa attends the Brear- 
ley -School in New York City. 





























































































































... Its becoming quite obvious (to even a near-sighted Idealist 
like me) that we shall soon have a romping good thing, here. Your 
letters have been arriving—fat, fast and furious—and they con- 
tinue to make fascinating reading. Here, lemme show you 


FEMININE LOGIC DIVISION 
Concerning John H.’s letter—stating he didn’t like his wife 
“tagging along”: evidently, she’s stiff competition. However, tell 
him not to feel bad—there are quite a few wives who can outdive 
their husbands. I'm a “tag along”, myself, and I bring two little 
“tag alongs”, too. 
Mrs. Lorraine G., San Fernando, Calif. 


Bully for the three of you—and heartfelt sympathy for your hus- 
band, Lorraine. 


Anytime I can’t “tag along’—nobody goes diving. This is a 
modern world, not the dark ages. Sure, my husband shows signs of 
preferring I would stay home, but he’s no Lord And Master—and 
he either takes me with him, to share the fun, or he knows he 
might as well just forget about the whole thing. I think that John 
H. needs a wife with a strong mind of her own. 

Betty Lou J., Sarasota, Florida 


Well, that’s your opinion, lady. 


My husband would never dream of making us stay home when 
he goes diving. He loves me and he loves our sons. He likes having 
us with him to watch his skill in skin diving, and to be there, 
waiting for him, when he comes ashore with the seagoing bacon. 
Besides, he knows he would have to eat out of cans, all week long, 
if he didn’t insist on our going along. 

Jean M., Detroit, Michigan 


Dirty pool, Jean, dirty pool. 


MEANWHILE, BACK ON THE BEACH 
We have troubles. Our Club is being seriously affected by our 
wives thinking we are spending too much time diving. We meet 
once a week and go on field trips once or twice a month. We've 
had good members drop out because of their wives. If you, or any- 
one, would write to us—giving how a Diving Club should be 
organized, your experience with wives and how you quelled the 

rebellion—we would greatly appreciate it. 
Amarillo Skin Divers Assn., Amarillo, Texas 


What makes you think anybody ever quelled the rebellion, you 
dreamer? And, as far as my experience with wives... 


Man, I sure am glad I'm single! No worrying about some dame 
nagging to go along, when I want to do a little spearfishing, and 
no kids to drive me crazy and ruin my gear. No sir, I don’t ‘envy 
the married guys—at least, when it comes down to going skin 
diving, and the girl I marry will have to see things my way. 

Jack W., Seattle, Washington 


What you need is a wife with a strong mind of her’own. 


DEPARTMENT OF UTTER CONFUSION 
I would like to know who dredged you off the bottom of 100 
fathoms? He should be banned, from the scientific world, for the 
crime he committed. But—all kidding aside—I really look forward 
to your page in each month’s Skin Diver. I think it is a terrific 
idea, and I hope it will last for a long time. 
Gary P., Pacific Grove, Calif. 


Make up your mind, will ya? 


Your participation in the Skin Diver would seem to indicate that 
you are rather unique—a sage, comic and skin diver rolled into 
one. The Driftwood page I like, and your (excuse the expression) 
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cartoons are funny (?); but what about the skin diving angle? 
Have you ever done anything in salt water aside from deep diving? 
(I attribute your cartoons to nitrogen narcosis.) q 

S/Sgt. Herbert J., Randolph A.F.B., Texas 


You do, eh. Well, that’s only because you study nights. What do 
I do in salt water? Oh, eye exercises, calisthenics .. . 


Your magazine has been a constant source of very good informa. 
tion on safety and the latest of all kinds of diving tips. Let us 
extend our personal thanks for the best magazine we know. Say— 
tell Kohler he’s great. I guess he knows it though—so, if his head 
balloons to obnoxious proportions, send him up here. We've got a 
great big beautiful lake, and it’s a wonderfully cold head shrinker, 

Dick M., Houghton, Michigan 
Ive already got a qualified head shrinker—and he says you zuys 
ang work your own side of the street and leave his patients 
alone. 


What do you think about those backward boys in New England? 
If Miss Dolores MacCarthy lived in Chicago, she sure as hell 
wouldn't be diving alone. Tell the boss we love the magazine, but 
to give that fiction the deep six. 

Bill A., Chicago, Illinois 


I can tell them... but I can’t tell them much. 


SUGGESTIONS, INCORPORATED 
I would like to make a suggestion: Why not start a Skin Divers 

Pen Pal Club? This way, skin divers all over the U.S.—and the 
world, for that matter—can come closer together and, perhaps, ex- 
change ideas on the sport and talk about the different adventi:res 
they've had. Id like to start this thing off by saying: I'm willing 
to exchange letters with any boy or girl who is interested in. or 
who has done any, skin diving. My name is Charles Hili, Jr., | am 
22, and have been skin diving for three years now. 

Charles Hili, Jr. 

Box 282 

Bayville, Long Islan: 

New York 
Anyone for this caper? Lemme know if you want your name nd 
address, in full, printed here. And—dibs on all the ash-blondes 
with green eyes. 


Why don’t you stick your head (and your facetious old column 
along with it) into a bucket of water three times, and only take it 
out twice? 


Dedy M., Newark, New Jersey 


Am I correct in assuming you don’t care for us? 


Kohler, you may not realize it, but you're the Elvis Presley of 
the Underwater Set. 

Harry Du V., Portland, Ore zon 
Don’t ...say ... things... like... that, Hounddawg. 

I agree with Laura Louise H., in the November issue, as far as 
your Driftwood column is concerned. You simply cannot blend 
serious letters and offhand, corny replies successfully. Better humor- 
ists than you have tried—and lost every time. You just cannot 
carry it off without injuring people’s feelings and dignity. 

Mary K., Covington, Kentucky 
I can’t, eh? You must be new around here, sis. 


OH, NO— NOT AGAIN! 

Why don’t you tell Mr. Jerry N. about the legal limit on Manta 
Ray before he spends a fortune on postage stamps. Our Club has 
no limit on number, but we do limit the size and procedure: We 
may spear them only if they are over 16-feet, 6'2-inches across, 
and we use a 6-foot pole spear with five-tine head. Yours for bigyer 
and better Ray sticking. 

Ben D., Montgomery, Alabama 
Well, I suppose you gotta have some rules. 


The legal limit on Manta Ray is the same as on medium grown 
Male Sperm Whales. If it’s permissible to answer a question with 
an analogy. Right? 

J. T. M., Kansas City, Missouri 


If you say so. Jerry N., are you getting all this? 


IT SAYS HERE . .. that a certain young lady would very much 
enjoy receiving letters and you may write them in English, French, 
Spanish, Italian or Portuguese. Address your happy talk to: Cecile 
Pumone, Via Saldini 4, Milan, Italy. . . . and with that bit of 
intriguing information we wind up another unbelievable session of 
bleached (but seaworthy) Driftwood. See you around. 

KOHLER 
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Fiction and Facts 
About 
Florida Spearfish 


By SERGE A. BIRN 


the following statements are taken at random from a lew 


very similar letters received by the National A.A.U. Spear 
fishing Chairman, Serge A. Birn, particularly from Florida. 
The same statements are being made by a group of Uppe 
Keys residents fighting underwater speartishing as a sport 
and wishing to eliminate underwater activities in that State. 

Lhese statements are pure fiction. In the interest of truth 
—the true facts are presented. 


|. FICTION: “Spearing fish is like shooting buffalo out 
FACT: 


This is sheer propaganda completely void of truth. Spearing 


of a window of railroad cars 50 or 75 years ago.” 
fish for the average skilled spearfisherman is a hard and 
dificult task. PROOF: In the 1956 Florida open champion 
ships, the average catch per team member—a highly skilled 
spearfisherman — was less than 7 pounds in 4 hours. ‘The 
writer, with 8 years’ practice, speared one snapper, 2 pounds, 
8 ounces. An average skilled spearfisherman takes in the 
same period of time less than an average skilled bottom 
fisherman. 

2. FICTION: <A_ Florida shipper 
“Southern lobsters are driven away by blood and debris ol 
speared lobster”. FACT: It is illegal to spear lobster in any 
form — and rightly so. 
“grabbers”. Spearfishermen are allowed to take lobsters by 
hand only — a challenging and difficult feat. (Of course, 
some spearfishermen break this law. But do you prohibit 
catching of sailfish because some sailfishermen sell smoked 


seafood writes that 


In Florida it is even illegal to use 


sailfish — which is also illegal?) 

3. FICTION: “Spearfishing in most fresh water has been 
judged wasteful and destructive of fish.” FACT: This is true 
only of game fish (such as bass). However, when State Con 
servation Officials enroll the cooperation of AAU speai 


fishing clubs — spearfishing becomes a tremendous aid to 
conservation, through systematic spearing of large noxious 
fish like carp, gar, dogfish, catfish — which do not readily 


take bait. In Kentucky, for instance, Conservation officials re 
cently opened spearfishing of noxious fish all year around 
(it was formerly allowed only 2 months per year). 


|. FICTION: “In our clear Southern salt waters, the 
same destructive force can be visualized (meaning destroying 
fis: like in fresh waters)."” ANSWER: Look at California. En 
lightened California Anglers and California Conservation 
Otiicials cooperate with spearfishermen to help conservation, 
For-instance, in Southern California, a clean up campaign 
Was organized to remove starfish (a pest) from jetties. Tons 
have been removed. 

» FICTION: “Think of a rapid fire speargun” (the 


writer compares it with a 7 shot automatic shotgun—former- 
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Mr. Birn demonstrates how lobsters are taken by hand. 


ly used for bird hunting). FACT: ‘This is sheer imagination. 
\ “rapid fire spear gun” simply does not exist. A spear gun 
carries only one spear. Retrieving it and reloading the gun 
takes one to several minutes. Except for a few species in the 
grouper family, most fish are gone long before that. Only 
someone totally ignorant of spearfishing can compare “auto 
matic shotguns for bird hunting” or “dynamite for fishing” 
with spear guns. (NOTE: The author of these statements 
frankly admits that he is not a spearfisherman.) 

6. FICTION: “In the Bahamas spearfishing is prohibited 
within five miles from any settlement.” FACT: ‘This summei 
the writer made a 3 week spearfishing cruise through the 
Bahamas — from Bimini to Exuma Islands, including Nassau 
(Actually it was a survey of spearfishing conditions.) While 
the Bahamas have very minor — and very intelligent limi 
tations on spearfishing, the writer did not, find any settlement 
where*spearfishing is prohibited — neithér one nor five miles 
away, 

On the contrary, in all setthements visited, there are a 
number of professional spearfishing guides doing flourishing 
and legitimate businesses. For instance, the writer was re 
ferred to a spearfishing guide by the Nassau Development 
Board Office. In fact, the approach of the Bahamas to spear 
fishing is so constructive and so intelligent (same as in Cali 
fornia) that we in the AAU are giving serious thoughts to 
holding in 1957 or 1958 American National Championships 
in the Bahamas instead of the Florida Keys. 

7. FICTION: 
over the end results of spearfishing.” 


“There seems to be widespread concern 
FACT: Widespread 
concern there is — but in the opposite direction. The ave1 
age sports loving American is concerned over blind oppo 
sition to an amateur sport and to Amateur. Athletes repre 
senting it — an opposition solely based on misconceptions 
and the hate of an extremely small minority group of pro- 
American is concerned about the 
bad publicity this gives to Florida, which is the only State 
in the Union actively fighting the AAU spearfishermen. 


fessionals. ‘The average 


(Continued on Page 28) 

























































SOUTH AFRICA 


By GORDON LUMLEY 





(Editor, South African ‘Fin Diver’’ Magazine) 


From the cold Atlantic Waters wash- 
ing the South African shores at Cape 
Town to the sun drenched tropical 
seas of Northern Zululand, divers are 
now looking back on 1956 as the great- 
est year for the underwater sport. More 
has been accomplished in firmly estab- 
lishing diving and divers in the South 
African way of life than in any other 
year. This has been the year of spear- 
fishermen, the Scuba enthusiasts and 
the unification of all clubs. 

Spearfishing records have been made 
to be broken, not once but over and 
over again. Ken Crellin, Dolphin Club 
of Port Elizabeth, has held the South 
African record (82-lb. Kob — Johnius 
Hololepidotus) for the past 18 months 





Maurice McGreggor, Durban Undersea Club, and 69-lib. Garrick, the 
largest fish of the South African spearfishing year. 


and this was the only record not to go 
this year. The Natal (43-lb. 
Caran) was beaten no fewer than 13 
times. Starting the ball rolling, I took 
a 52-lb. Barracuda but not three week 
ends later, Maurice McGregor of the 
Durban Undersea Club fought the pres 
ent record for more than half an hou 
before beaching a 69-lb. Garrick (Hypa 
canthus Amia). 

The annual Sardine run up the East 
coast of South Africa always brings its 
attendant Game fishes—and sharks. One 
after another large Garrick were speared 
until any fish under 40-lbs. was not 
considered a worthy catch. Unfortu- 


record 


nately, the Garrick did not make an 
appearance 


during the 1956 Natal 





Spearfishing Championships and owing 
to almost impossible conditions ‘he 
catch was small, Bob Smith of Durlan 
became the 1956 Natal Spearfishing 
Champion at the end of the day’s cis 
ing (and shivering). 

But Natal did not have things all its 
own way on the spearfishing front. hen 
Crellin landed a fine 58-lb. Kob—‘he 
second largest fish of the year. A fish 
worthy of a fine skin diver and first 
Watch out ot 
reports on bigger and better catc!.es 
from the Dolphins in the near futur 


class leader of his club. 


The Atlantic Club of Cape Town 


have been busy building their new 


club house. Here the icy Bengula cur 





52-lb. Barracuda type fish taken by Gordon Lumley off Lime Stone 
Reef, Durban, South Africa. 


1956 was an eventful year. 
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rent sweeping up from the Antartic 
limits diving somewhat but the fellows 
are getting their share of the fish. In 
Port Elizabeth (some 400 miles up the 
coast), the beforementioned Dolphin 
Underwater Club have working 
hard, both in the water and out. So 
hard in fact that they now have their 
own Club house and a deep-sea fishing 
cralt, further, I hear talk of a large 
purchased by 


been 


compressor soon to be 
this enthusiastic band. 

In Durban, the two main clubs are 
becoming more united. The Durban 
Undersea Club and Associated Divers 
have taken part in several joint enter 
prises. Not all South African Clubs are 
spearfishing minded. The Transvaal 
Underwater Research Group and Asso- 
ciaied Divers are typical examples of 
orginizations concerned mainly in the 
use of Scuba and the collecting of ma- 
rine specimens, 

‘ew developments in Scuba have 
becn announced by these organizations 
during 1956 and expeditions to the 
world’s Southernmost Coral Island—In 
hacca have been a great success for the 
Transvaal Club. Piet Boshoff is Chair 
man of this Group and an expert on 
Corals as well as Scuba development 
has led these trips. Not content with 
this, he has written, together with A. D. 
Goosen, a fine work on the Physiology 
of Diving which will be published 
shortly. 

\nother great step forward was the 
unique event organized and run by the 
“South African Fin Diver” magazine. 
This was the “Scuba Reliability Trials” 
held at the Durban Naval Base. Such 
obstacles as removal and replacing of all 
equipment, finding and signing of slates 
suspended from the bottom and com- 
pass swimming in visibility reduced to 
10 feet faced the competitors. The fol- 
lowing of a lead line and locating the 
broken continuation while wearing 
blacked out face masks really sorted the 
men from the boys. The “Scuba Reli- 
ability Trials” were observed by the 
South African Navy and the event was 
a great success, 

Latest news for Scuba enthusiasts is 
that the Navy are forming Frogmen 
Units in cooperation with all South 
African diving clubs. A indica 
tion that our sport has arrived. Oxygen 
rebreathers are popular here. We've 
had a few accidents but all by begin- 
ners who have not approached the clubs 
for instruction. Gordon Deelman, who 
is Chairman of Associated Divers, Johan 
Wormser and myself have used re- 
breathers for many years. We insist on 
even the most experienced lung divers 
receiving instruction on the equipment 
before being allowed to dive freely 
with it. South African Scuba clubs be- 
lieve that accidents with Rebreathers 
are not caused by this type of Scuba but 
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Eventful Attempt 
On Underwater 
Endurance Record 


(Reprint from March, 1956 issue of 
SPEARFISHING SPORTLIGHT of 
Western Australia). 

On Saturday, March 3rd, at 12:45 
P.M., U.S.F.A.W.A. member, Theo 
Brown entered the water at Woodmans 
Point, beginning his attempt on the 
World Underwater Endurance Record. 

After one hour in the water, Theo 
complained (via a slate) of the onset 
of a stomach cramp, but considered the 
pain would wear off. 

\t 4 P.M. Theo was in worse pain, 
and soon after could not sit in his un- 
derwater seat; he released his lung and 
lay down on the bottom to ease the 
pain. 

At 7 P.M., he was in dire straights, 
having vomited a number of times, but 
refused to leave the water. 

\t 7:45 P.M. Theo was very ill, and 
moved into shallower water, where he 
collapsed into the arms of Tom Os 
bourne, who then passed him from the 
water to attendants on the jetty nearby. 
Theo was taken from the water after 
seven hours and six minutes, setting up 
an inaugural state record, or is it an 
\ustralian record? 

Theo's second attempt took place at 
Woodmans Point again, where he en 
tered the water at 12:30 P.M., but a 
leaking rubber suit forced him from 
the water at ten minutes to two. 

\t ten past five, he re-entered the 








by the divers themselves being inexper- 
ienced in its use. 

Next year will no doubt be another 
‘great’ in the history of the sport in 
this country. Standardized rules govern- 
ing the claiming of spearfishing records 
are almost complete. Scuba is not 
used for spearing here nor may a diver 
employ the use of floats, etc., for pur- 
pose of landing his catch. All records 
are, and always have been, disqualified 
if assistance of any kind was given once 
the fish has been speared. This, nat- 
urally, handicaps the spearing of our 
many large Groupers which run over 
500 Ibs. but when, someday, one of 
these monsters is landed, it will be a 
record indeed. 

On behalf of the skin divers and 
clubs throughout South Africa I should 
like to wish our counterparts in the 
United States, tight lines, clear water 
and flippers up for 1957. >e» 





water, and this time, things proceeded 
smoothly, with divers Veronica Ryan, 
Ken Holmes, Bev Marshall, Tom Os- 
bourne, and Don Ende tending him in 
shifts. Herb Ende, Harry Dols and Co- 
lin Elvert were supervising the refilling 
arrangements, and Betty Lee and Betty 
Ende were keeping hot food up to the 
diving team and Theo. 

At about 8 P.M., Manager John Lee 
dived down to have a word with Theo, 
and on returning to the surface, an- 
nounced that the night was presenting 
no difficulties to Theo. 

\t 9:15, divers jumped to action sta- 
tions when the red buoy signalling a 
shark alarm surface. 
About ten minutes later, the red buoy 
was pulled down, and the white emer- 
gency buoy came up. 


popped to the 


John Lee answered the emergency, 
and when he returned to the surface, 
told us that the shark had been about 
a ten foot brute, dark brown in color. 
Veronica Ryan had just left the water 
after serving Theo a hot thermos of 
soup, when both red buoy and white 
surfaced together. Ken Holmes grabbed 
a triple rubber bazooka and leapt into 
the water: Don Ende grabbed Barry 
Martin’s camera with a flash bulb of 
five million lumens illumination, and 
also went below. On reaching the bot- 
tom, things were found to be in a state 
of chaos. 

Theo’s seat (made from a 44 gallon 
drum, filled with stones, and which 3 
men could barely lift) had been knocked 
over; Theo had been knocked sideways; 
the shark had bitten a piece from the 
leg of his rubber suit, and left fou 
teeth marks on it. and had then com 
pletely disappeared with his compressed 
air gun. 

It seems, that as Theo sat patrolling 
the deep water in front of him with his 
spotlight, the shark (unidentified) 
sneaked around the light, and attacked 
from the side. 

Sixth sense made Theo look around, 
just in time to see the huge fish right 
on him; in the movement, he 
swung his gun around and fired! 


same 


The next thing he knew, he was on 
his back with water seeping through his 
underwear. Where the spear went, he 
didn't know. 

Theo left the water three quarters of 
an hour later, because once again, his 
suit was full of water. Early next morn- 
ing, Bev Marshall found Theo’s gun 
some distance away, with the _ barrel 
bent at about thirty degrees; she spear, 
which was laid nearby, had the head 
snapped off and was bent at approxi- 
mately 60 degrees, so it was quite ob- 
vious that he had scored a hit! 

When the next attempt will be, we 
are not sure; there will be another, but 
it will probably be in a tank!!! >» 
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Dr. Eugenia Clark examining captured specimens in Florida. 


Extraordinary 
By RUTH WEISS 


There are professions and prolessions 
for women. ‘Take Eugenie Clark, for 
Ph.D. in Ichthyology, that 
branch of zoology that deals with fishes. 
Sound dull? 


mistance, 


Hold on a minute 

The enthusiastic pursuit of this study 
Miss Clark to 
corners of our globe as Hawaii, many 
South Sea Islands and the Red 
Her scientific expeditions 


has led such romantic 
of the 
Sea in Egypt 
have been sponsored by such esteemed 
organizations as the American Museum 
of Natural History, New York Zoologi 
cal Society and the Atomic Energy Com 
mission, 

Her assignments have run the gamut 
from such routine work as counting the 
fin rays and vertebrae of spiny fishes 
all of the same species to the produc 
tion of test-tube fish babies something 
no one in this country has been able to 
Her work has also included 
the study of poisonous fishes and the 
mating and reproductive behaviour of 
manv different kinds of fishes. 
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do before. 


Miss Clark has caught her specimens 
which are today prize collections in 
many of our museums by a variety of 
methods including nets, poisoning of 
The latter 
being the most fascinating and adven- 


tide pools and spearfishing. 
turous as it consists of catching the 
natural habitat 
mean 


fish underwater in his 
by means of a long spear. No 
feat for a slim 
weighing a litthe over a 100 pounds! 
i which would 


pretty young woman 


Spearfishing is a sport 
daunt many 
Clark it is all in a day’s work. 


a hardy male, but to Miss 


Some of the strange fish she has come 


across have included the legendary 
Red Sea_ of 


nothing ro- 


“mermaid” fish in the 
Egypt. 
mantic 


[here is however 


looking about this fish as_ its 
name might imply. It is a large fish, 
about 11-feet tall with the body taper- 
ing into a tail fin. The face is strangely 
inexpressive and the eyes are so small 
that they can barely be seen. The real 
name for this creature is the dugong. 


Another kind of strange fish she came 





zcross in the Red Sea was one species 
which pulled a switch on nature. The 
pipefish—one of a small group of ani- 
mals has a real claim to fame, for it is 
the male who has the babies! As if in 
retaliation for this injustice, this fisli is 
unfishlike. It seldom swims and 
when it does, it is in slow motion. They 
usually cling to plants, their body held 
upright. 


most 


Aside from her adventures in the 
study of fish, Miss Clark has had other 
exciting experiences along her travels, 
For example, the hospitality she re- 
ceived from a native family in Guim 
was so overwhelmingly warm and or- 
dial that after being dined lavishly on 
roast chicken, lobster and crabs, she 
asked to see the lady of the house. 
Without any ado, she was taken to an 
upstairs bedroom where the good wom- 
an was in the process of having a bay! 

She visited a 
lend in the Pacific—Merir. This tiny 
island is for the aged only. Here they 
are left, each with some essential job to 
do. They are interdependent on exch 
other and quite happy. 

Miss Clark’s interest in 
back to her childhood. As a little virl 
in’ New York, most of her Saturd cys 
were spent in Battery Park, formerly 
the site of a huge Aquarium. The most 
important birthday present of her child- 
hood was when her mother gave her, 


also most unusual is- 


fishes dates 


her very own 15 gallon aquarium. For 
tunately, this enthusiasm never left he 
lor Miss Clark has made important con 
tributions in the fields of Ichthyology. 
Dr. Clark has also found success in the 
field of writing, her book “Lady with 
a Spear’, has been a_ popular seller. 
She is now working at the Cape Haze 


Marine Laboratory in Placida, Flor- 


ida. > 





Jack Meyers of the Puget Sound Mudsharks 
club and two of the top fish speared for that 
region recently . . . 42-lb. and 511-Ib. Ling 
Cod. 
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Diving around... 


MIAMI 


By JORDAN KLEIN 











Two friendly Remoras followed and tried to 
attach to us the entire day. Photo by Jordan 
Klei 


Flying spearfishermen are coming in- 
to their own in the Miami area. The 
Biscayne Seaplane Base has been doing 
an ever increasing job in supplying air 
transportation for avid divers. Recently 
I was invited up to the Seaplane base 
for a trip. I arrived at 7:00 AM and 
met Pat Henning who was my partner 
for the trip. (Pat and I both have pri- 
vate licenses). The three planes were 
on the ramp ready to go and within a 
few minutes two Cubs and a Seabee 
were underway for Key Largo. We 
landed 35 minutes later in Broad Creek. 
Ihe tide was running out so we an 
chored and dove in close, having to 
swiin to keep from being swept away 
from the When _ this 
tiring we dove up the anchor and drift 


plane. became 
ed and dove until finding a good spot, 
then dropped the anchor and worked 
the area till someone in another plane 


further down yelled of a better spot. 
Joe Maugeri owner of the Base was 
im one of the planes with Robert King. 
They got two grouper to total 32-Ibs. 
nice crawfish. Bill Pascoe 
and Russel Klepinger did alright with 
a grouper, three snapper and ten lob- 
ster. 


pilus seven 


We were so intrigued with the 
whole deal that we spent time 
watching and taking pictures than fish- 
ing and came away with a Hogfish and 
five crawfish. At 9:00 AM like scared 
ducks we 


more 


took off for home arriving 
about 9:30 and I’m sorry to say that I 
was in my office at work late but happy. 
That night we had a fish fry at the 
Seaplane base, we all know how that 
turned out . late for work again. 
Fishing by boat can still be fun and 
the Reef Divers of Miami proved it 
a recent Sunday when 14 couples went 
aboard the 87 foot yawl “Fiona” with 


Capt. Williamson and headed for Tri- 
umph reef 15 miles below Miami. The 
main reason for the trip was to prove 
to the girls that it wasn’t only a man’s 
sport. Archie Fields, president of the 
Reef Divers, said the trip was a giant 
success since all of the wives were 
checked out and no one even got sea- 
sick. Now the fellows have to buy ad- 
ditional equipment for the other half, 
and the baby sitting business is look 
ing up. 

Frank Kershaw, the 
man of the club, and the man that ar 
ranges the trips, doesn’t know whether 


activities chau 


he’s a hero or a menace to the com 


munity. It’s safe to surmise one thing 
though, there won't be as much argu 
ing about spearfishing in the home any 
more. The old man will just have to 
stay home while ma goes out and spears 


a few fish. >a 











Letters 











Recently I moved from New York to Mi- 
ami, Florida and have no skin diving bud- 
dies. I am 23, with relatively little experi- 
ence but I am interested in skin diving and 
would like to join a club or meet fellows 
interested in skin diving who wouldn’t mind 
having another around. 

Edward Berkoben 
Apt. 3 

740 S.W. 9th Street 
Miami, Florida 





The response to the questionnaires sent out 
by the New Jersey Council of Diving Clubs 
is very encouraging. The Council will contact 
all divers interested in joining or forming 
clubs as soon as a greater percentage of 
questionnaires is returned and a compilation 
of the data made. 

New Jersey Council of Diving Clubs 
Lee Gottlieb, Secretary 





Have been reading the Magazine for sev- 
eral years and think it is the best. You seem 
to cover just about everything in the skin 
diving game, but I think that fiction belongs 
to the highly adjectived pulp mags devoted 
to same. I did enjoy your last issue fiction 
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but feel that there is too much to cover in 
skin diving to waste time and space on 
thrillers. (and fictional ones at that). Keep 
up the good work) 
Aquatically yours, 
Don Hettrick 
Buffalo, N.Y. 





I would appreciate learning whatever re- 
sponsible and authoritative information you 
may have relative to the effects of changing 
water pressure on a subject with myopia. 

In particular, does skin-diving, without 
Scuba, and to modest depths (15’ to 20’), 
present the possibility of suffering detach- 
ment of the retina? If so, will Scuba diving 
overcome this difficulty through equalized 
pressure? 

I would like to introduce my wife to skin 
diving but hesitate to do so because of this 
supposed hazard. 

William E. Duffy 
New York 


(Dr. Burns replies: ‘First of all changing wa- 
ter pressures have no effect on myopia. In 
regard to retinal detachment, even though 
depths of 15 to 20 feet sound modest 
enough, the pressure changes are very great 
as also are changes in expansion and con- 
traction of gases. With an individual prone 
to retinal detachment, the pressure changes 
or changes in physiology that accompany in- 
creased gas absorption by the tissues could 
precipitate a detachment with or without use 
of Scuba. A normal eye would not be so 
predisposed to such changes, If I had retinal 


detachment 
diving.”’) 


myself, I would not take up 





O’BANNION’S DIVE 

. was great, a story of this caliber every 
month would be a good idea. Allen Crabtree, 
Hudson, N. H. 

... keep our SD free of fiction, we can 
read fiction in True, Male, Argosy, etc. Cape 
Breton Sub Aqua Club, N. S., Canada. 

. enjoyed O'’Bannion’s Dive very much. 
Fiction will give a lift to the mag if it doesn't 
get fantastic. Jerry Heskitt, Elyria, Ohio. 

. was an interesting story and rates merit 
but fiction does not belong in SD. Phill 
Bayouth, Okla. City, Okla. 

. is an interesting and well written story, 
but that’s as far as it goes. Keep SD the 
way it is. M.R. Hope, Culver City, Calif. 

. to have a good, complete mag you need 
a good fiction story. Let’s have more of the 
same. Paul Dayton, Tucson, Ariz. 

there are many very easily tapped 
sources of good fiction and too few of useful 
information. I would be disappointed to see 
SD join the rest of the stuff on the news- 
stands. D.T. Church, Birmingham, Ala. 
.. . I enjoyed reading O’Bannion’s Dive and 
would like to read more of Mr. Hixon’s mate- 
rial. Penny Tasche, Sarasota, Fla. 

(Here are a few of the answers we have re- 
ceived from you concerning fiction in the 
magazine. Thanks to everyone for your frank 
answers and time. Results—70% no fiction, 
30% yes. Ed.) 
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ae = m z ° , 
EARL MURRAY—Underwater photographer for Life maga- 
zine on the Andrea Doria. Geology Dept. Scripps Institu- 
tion of Oceanography. President, Bottom Scratchers, 
San Diego. 


ture and TV stars. Zale is holder of the of 
ficial women's deep dive record. Perry is 
President of Scientific Underwater Research 
Enterprises, underwater still and motion 
picture cameraman. 


JACK PRODANOVICH—One of the first skin divers in the 
United States. Bottom Scratchers Club of San Diego. 
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DIVE 


223 Hermosa Ave. 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 
FR. 9-1473 


The 1957 Dive N’ Surf exposure suits, at last, after yveomPictur 
research, is the greatest single improvement ever mad profe 
exposure suits. Yet this new process reduces our labor dijo, 
and this allows us to supply you at a new low cost: (fini Surf 


suits, not kits) . . . 
warnit 


THE SKIN DIVER REGULAR 
THE SCUBA DIVER HEAVY DUTY 


THE PROFESSIONAL DOUBLE DUTY 
(used by divers on the Andrea Doria, 220 feet down—46° vat 


All the new suits to be on display—December Ist at { 
locations. Remember, these suits are backed by an unco 
tional money back guarantee if not completely satisfied. 
same high quality goes into each new suit that has al 
been in each suit sold in the past. All suits tailor made t 
the individual customer. Also, come in, or write for detail 
the all new ‘“‘Ice Breaker’ suits for extremely cold waters. 


New methods of production cuts the price on still another 
accessory—weight belts. A 9 Ib. weight belt with the 
quick release ever engineered $ 


Free samples, details and price lists on all new suits 


available by writing to the Redondo location. 


; , 
BOB DiLlL—Underwater photographer for ‘‘Life’’ on Andrea DALE VELZY- 


Doria. Marine Geologist, Naval Electronics Lab., Geological on the Pacific 
Diving Consyltants, Inc. Surfboard Mig. ¥ 
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731 Pearl St. 
La Jolla, Calif. 
GL. 4-0544 


Pictured are a few of the many 
| Tadd pro f sssional and amateur 
divers who choose Dive N’ 
Surf suits for the maximum 


warnith and freedom for every 


$393 DR. PAT BLASDALE—Eye specialist who performed the delicate 
$46 eye tronsplant on bat rays in the Marineland tank. 


st at] 
1 UNCO 
isfied. 
as al 
ade tf 
detail 
waters. 


nother 


» the) 
BEV MORGAN—Avuthor of 
$ “Diving with Safety"’, former 
Director of Los Angeles 
County Diving Instructor : 
Training. Dai Sitio. ft : is 
AL LARSON—Addicts Club of San Diego. World's 
record holder: three classes, white sea bass, yellow- 
fail, blue fin tuna. 


ey 
Bat 


§ surfboard riders DR. ANDREAS RECHNITZER—Diving scientist. Naval Electronics RON CHURCH—Underwater photographer. World's 
of Velzy-Jacobs Lab., San Diego. Scientific Diving Consultant. record holder: California black sea bass. 
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Close Shave 


(A report by Stuart Mackay from the 
South Pacific in “The Seafarer”, Octo- 
ber 9, 1956.) 

Dick and I have just become con- 
vinced that guys that carry knives to 
fight off fish are just kidding themselves. 
My six inch dagger has always looked 
pretty big until today but now it seems 
a little ridiculous. 

We out 
reef to photograph a few fish and take 
After 
two-and-a- 


started to swim across the 
in some of the exquisite sights. 
going 100 feet we were in 
half feet of water. Dick was snorkeling 
along looking for shells and I was look- 
ing ahead when suddenly out of the 
distant haze an oft mentioned shape 
appeared. As I banged a couple of 
stones to make Dick look up, it turned 
thick 
enough to mostly fill the depth of wa 
Dick’s 


that this shark was ten feet long. 


and started toward us. It was 


ter and honest best guess was 
I had 
my dagger out and began to feel real 
silly 


on. They say wait ‘til he goes over you 


when he started coming straight 


and slice his stomach. He was now only 
a few feet away, was looking straight 
into my mask, was not a harmless sand 
shark, and did not look inclined to go 
there was room. 


over me even if 


When about all you see is a blunt nose 


you're not very inclined to reach out a 
puny knife and stick it. 

\ few easy turns and he looked us 
over and went on his way. We went. 


The fact that one guy got the major 
portion of his lower leg bitten away a 
couple of days ago, apparently without 


provocation, had not made us any more 


at Case. >a. 





Winner of the California Sheepshead Derby 
John Gaffney shows everyone what a 22-Ib. 
Sheepshead looks like. Gaffney speared this 
one near Ship Rock, Catalina Island, using a 
lung at 150 feet. First prize for Sheepshead 
was o Kelpsuit kit. Congrats, John! 
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MISSOURI 
SPRING 
EXPLORED 


The depths of Bennett Spring in the 
Central Missouri Ozarks were explored 
recently by Bob Brown and Rod Fried- 
hofen, both of Springfield, Mo., mem- 
bers of the Aqua-Lugs Diving Club. 


The two men convinced Joseph Jae- 


ger, director of Missouri’s state park 
system, that it might be valuable to 
know what was under the smoothly 
flowing surface of the chilly water 


springs that feeds trout-stocked Bennett 
Spring branch and attracts thousands of 
tourists and sportsmen. 

Jaeger consented to the test dives and 
hand when the donned 


rubber suits, face masks, weight belts, 


was on two 


bottled air and swim fins. 


Brown made the deepest dive, with 
out benefit of a guiding rope. In de 
scribing the dive he stated that he dived 
about 15 feet down to enter the spring 


shaft. ‘Then he followed the. shaft, 
roughly seven feet in diamenter by his 
calculations, an estimated 275 feet in 


a dogleg that swung to the left as it 
descended gently. At that point the 
shaft vertical. He 
another 50 feet before starting up. 


became descended 


After the dive the two men said some 
gravel has partially choked the opening 
to the shaft but not seriously. They 
brought up samples of the bits of rock, 
hoping they might find out from a geo- 
logist where it may have been washed 
That might supply further in- 
formation on the length and size of 


from. 


the spring and the source of the water. 

On _ the 
swings in a west to 
The underwater shaft, 
arched from a northwesterly to a south- 


surface the spring branch 
direction. 


Brown 


south 
said, 
westerly direction. 


There wasn’t much of a crowd at 
noon when Brown and Friedhofen made 
preliminary explorations. But by mid- 
afternoon there were 2,000 people 
watching the final dives. 

The divers reported a whole hard- 
full of trout lures in the 
bottom of the spring hole. Brown 
brought up a foot long moss covered 
twig that was covered with flies, spin- 
ners, artificial grubs and worms. He 
picked 18 lures off the twig. >» 


ware store 


When talking to a person in the wa- 
ter one can do almost as well with his 
head above the surface since the poor 
impedance match causes much of the 
sound to go via the chest. From “Sea- 
farer’. 





SCIENTIFIC 
SCUBA 
DIRECTORY 


By ROBERT DILL 


In recent years the use of Self-Con- 
tained Underwater Breathing Appzra- 
tus has become an important adjunct 
to marine research and engineering. 
Except for certain local areas, inier- 
change of technical information _ be- 
scientists and engineers 
Scuba appears to be very limited. In 
order to promote better liaison betwcen 
persons using Scuba, the U.S. Navy 
Electronics Laboratory is conducting a 
survey in the hope that enough data 
can be accumulated to publish a report 


tween using 


describing various aspects of Scuba use. 


\ brief questionnaire has been for- 
mulated by a group consisting of diving 
personnel from the Scripps Institutson 
of Oceanography, La Jolla, California; 
Navy Underwater Demolition Unit 
One, Coronado, California; Navy Com- 
bat Camera Group, North Island, and 
the Navy Electronics Laboratory, San 
Diego, California. We are aware of 
the limitations of the questionnaire 
type of survey; perhaps all of the im- 
portant questions relative to diving 
have not been included. However, ques- 
tions were purposely made brief and 
as few as possible to make a minimum 
demand on your time. 


The data accumulated 
turned questionnaires will be tabulated 
and summarized in a Navy Electronics 
Laboratory Report. The names, «ad- 
dresses and affiliations of all contribu- 
tors will appear in this report so that 
it may serve as an International Direc 
tory of Scuba Personnel. A compli- 
mentary copy will be sent to all per- 
sons who have contributed by complet- 
ing the questionnaire. 


from the re- 


We are mailing the questionnaire to 
all diving personnel whom we know, 
both in this country and abroad. Be- 
cause our list may not be complete, we 
would appreciate the names of any in- 
dividuals utilizing Scuba in their scien- 
tific or engineering work who may not 
have received a copy. We would also 
appreciate any supplemental informa- 
tion you might care to add. 

Please apply for your questionnaire 
to: 


Robert F. Dill, Marine Geologist, 
U.S. Navy Electronics Laboratory, San 
Diego 52, California, U.S.A. >» 
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AIR SEA 
RESCUE AND 
RECOVERY 


By CHARLES D. DUNN 


The modern Air Sea Rescue units of 
our Armed Forces Services are, as we all 
know, equipped with the best possible 
tools to carry out their jobs, but, an ex- 
tensive search of large areas of the ocean 
are an expensive drain on the taxpay- 
ers’ pocket. To save on fuel and use 
of jieavy equipment and yet increase 
efficiency, a plan was devised whereby 
the Civil Air Patrol with its slower, 
lighter planes could assist in these oper- 
The slower, private aircraft 
an area more thoroughly 


ations. 
could cover 
and where conditions permitted land 
on the beaches and 


ocean or near-by 


render immediate assistance. 

I! an aircraft had gone down in shal 
low water or close to shore, it might 
even be possible to recover it before the 
action of the sea had made a total loss 
of the plane. Also, in modern fighter 
aircraft, the pilot has oxygen equip 
ment that would enable him to survive 
for a limited time in water less than 
thirty feet. With this in mind 
thought that a group of divers equipped 
with self contained underwater breath- 
ing apparatus would be not only help- 
ful but a necessity. On several Air Sea 
Rescue operations skin divers from the 
New York-New Jersey were asked 
and then it decided to 
form a unit of divers attached to the 
C.A.P. who would be trained for this 
work. Thus the Air Sea Rescue and Re 
covery Association was formed. 


it was 


area 


to assist was 


Our unit now works with both the 
C.A.P. and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxil- 
iary on their Search and Rescue oper- 
ations and we offer 
who may need them. 


our services to all 
skin who 
volunteer their services and take part 
in a training program designed to make 
them as good, if not better than, the 
professionals. Every member is required 
to hold a Red Cross life card 
and then pass a series of that 
should make him a second cousin to a 


Our members are divers 


saver’s 
tests 


fish. As yet none of us has grown gills 
but it would be a definite asset. 
We were formed in March of this 


year and were well enough organized 
to assist in the Long Island Spearfishing 
Championship, the East Coast Cham- 
pionship and the Nationals at Newport, 
RI., by supplying safety boat and beach 
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——BOOK REVIEW——— 


Blorida 
YUuderwater 
Tneasure 








This book is a tropical sea fantasy 
of a boy’s adventure trying to find a 
pirate chest left in the hull of an old 
sunken Spanish Galleon. 

The author, Minerva J. Smiley, start- 
ed writing this story a number of years 
and her husband and 


ago when she 





patrols. None of our members partict- 
pated in these events as contestants but 
several of the boys managed to catch 
lunch after 


the contestants left the 


and dinner for all of us 


water. 


Phis summer we took part in several 
field exercises with the Nassau county, 
New York Wing of C.A.P. and Flotilla 
1108, Rockaway Inlet Division, of the 
USCG Auxiliary. On one Air Sea Res 
cue drill with the C.A.P., several mem- 
bers of our group were practicing team 
work when they discovered a late model 
Oldsmobile convertible in forty feet of 
water. ‘They removed the license plate 
and reported the find to the local po 
It developed that the car had 
been reported stolen a short time be 
fore. Under the direction of the police 
our went down 


lice. 


department, divers 
again to conduct a thorough search of 
the vehicle. They went so far as to 
take down crow bars and pry open the 
trunk compartment but fur- 
ther found to indicate had 


committed the crime. 


nothing 
was who 
Soon we hope to start our winter 
training program at Kings Point Men 
chant Marine Academy pool and ex 
pect to be hard at work improving our- 
selves as individuals and as teams. We 
volunteered for lots of work but 
if several years of work saves only one 
life it will have been well worth it. 
We are just the start of what we hope 
attached 


have 


will be a national association 
to the forces auxiliaries 
to assist wherever we life 


ing, Air Sea Rescue and promotion of 


various armed 
can in Sav- 
safety in underwater sports. ‘The sports- 
men who fly have formed the C.A.P., 
the yachtsmen formed the USCG 
Auxiliary. Why not organize skin div- 
ers to help their fellow sportsmen con- 
tinue the fine job they are doing and 
make that job more encompassing. Our 
address: 64-14 184th Street, Fresh Mea- 
dows, New York. >» 


have 





small son operated a glass bottom boat 
off the Florida coast and the Keys. 
She says: “Everytime we passed over 
these undersea gardens and _ looked 
down into the blue green water we 
were amazed and thrilled at this breath- 
taking panorama of the world the fishes 
lived in royal purple sea plumes, 
pink and yellow sea fans always waving 
with the tides, coral of every variety 
and description and . . 
thousands of fish, 
of dolphins, their scales glittering 
sparkling jewels as they swam away 
angel fish in black and gold, blue and 
vellow parrot fish in purple and 
green swimming through the coral trees 


. thousands and 
sometimes a_ school 


like 





Billy gets acquainted with Mr. Lobster 


and under sunlit coral ledges. And on 
occasion a barracuda and. shark.” 
All of this and more too, you will 


see in the illustrations as vou swim with 
Billy in his quest for pirate treasure. 


As you read the story and share with 
Billy his adventure to find the old 
sunken galleon, you can imagine vour- 
self swimming with him over the star- 
fish beds, the sponge beds, conch shells, 
coral growth in all its fantastic shapes 
and beautiful formations you will 
meet Nosey the black and gold angel 
fish, the cow fish, the hog fish, the saucy 
little sea horse . . 
sea turtle 
eral 


. and the grumpy old 
vou will reallv get a lib- 
marine education. 

You will ride atop the old green sea 
turtle with Billy to lunch in a coral 
Cave only sea food will be served, 
from fat pink shrimp on yellow sea fan 
plates to chocolate sea beans for 
desert. 

Does Billy find the treasure? You 
will want to read the story and find 
Out. > 
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NORTHEAST NOTES 


By DON LAMONT 


Northeast Council of Skin Diving Clubs, P.O. Box 42, Shawsheen Village, Mass. 


Fighty-three delegates and members to fill three expired terms and one 
attended the annual meeting of the _ resignation. Elected for three-year terms 
Northeast Council of Skin diving Clubs were Ray Martin of the Massachusetts 
held on October 27 at the Boston Amphibs, Boston, Massachusetts; Joseph 
YMCA. Four new directors were elected Gallant of the Maine Marine Alpine 


Directors of Northeast Council. L. to r. Joseph Gallant, Portland, Maine; Ray Martin, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; John M. Erving, Jr.; F. A. Erickson, Holden, Massachusetts, and Don Lamont, 
Kittery, Maine. Missing when picture was taken are Fred Jenning, Newport, Rhode Island; Gar- 
nett Major, Dunstable, Massachusetts; Percy Kingsley, Cranston, Rhode Island; and James Cahill 
of Beverly, Massachusetts. 








NTRODUCING +39»: 


A Professional Type Wet Suit 


Thoroughly Tested—Best Quality 
Foam Neoprene 
For a Limited Time Only — At This Price 


Because we sell one model only, in three 
standard sizes, and make shipment direct to 
you, we can offer this fine suit, BEST QUAL- 
ITY material and WORKMANSHIP at such 
a rockbottom price. And we send it PREPAID. 


ALSO—SAME SUIT IN KIT FORM . . only $24.95 


With easy to follow directions 








OOvOSEN TIE AOOD OS eRoDERERED eenes eee 


THE DEL MAR SUIT COMPANY 
P.O. Box No. 7163, San Diego (7) California. 


Enclosed please find $..... . Please send Small (] Med. [) Lge. (J Suit — Kit 0 
Name 

Address vice detaalad . Sisdbccisecabieeoesammiiaiice puakeatdestielesssmeeeosaseal rer 
a ad ie an Oe TOL oe eels Stote........ 


Calif. Residents add 4% sales tax. — No. C.O.D.s 











Club, Portland, Maine; and F. A. Erick. 
son, an independent Council meinber 
from Holden, Massachusetts. Fred Jen. 
ning of the Newport Underwater Spear. 
fishing Club, Newport, Rhode Island, 
was elected to fill the unexpired two 
year term of Council President Don 
Robinson, who resigned and moved to 
Florida. 

Tournaments for the 1957 diving sea 
son were discussed and the feasibility of 
running a summer-long — spearfising 
derby, similar to the derbies held by 
line fishermen, evaluated. Proponents 
of such a derby stated it would ive 
more Council members from the ari 
ous New England states a chance to 
participate in Council activities. Op on 
ents stated it would be a difficult thing 
to control and also would be unfair to 
divers living far inland. Upon a mo- 
tion by Jerry Comeau of the Bay State 
Aqua Club, it was voted to let the 
Board of Directors work out a program 
on a spearfishing derby, to be submited 
to the clubs for their approval. 


Plans were formulated to conduct in- 
door tournaments in various pools 
throughout the states of Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Rhode 
Island, during the winter. Idea of such 
tournaments would be that skin diver 
entrants would shoot at fish targets from 
a predetermined distance in pool lanes. 
Contestants placing spear through. tar- 
get hole would receive certain points. 
Size of targets would get progressively 
smaller until determination of winner. 
It was stated that this type of meet has 
met with great success in Florida, and is 
expected to create considerable interest 
in the New England area during the 
winter months. With the advent of a 
large sheet of plexiglass laid flat on 
water over target area, spectators will 
for the first time be able to see skin 
divers in action “live.” 

Other Council business included: 
Adoption of a resolution by Brad 
Luther of the Fairhaven Whalers to re- 
fuse Council membership to any club 
bearing a similar name to a club already 
registered with the Council. 

Adoption of a motion to appoint 
safety officials from various sections cov: 
ered by the Council, whose duty it will 
be to investigate diving accidents in 
their areas and make a full report to 
the Council Safety Director, such infor- 
mation thereafter to be disseminated to 
skin divers through the Northeast Notes 
column and the Council newsletter 


Adopted a motion to disseminate it- 
formation on state fishing laws through 
the Northeast Notes in order that visit 
ing spearfishermen will know what they 
can legally catch. Fish and lobster Jaws 
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will appear in this column next month 


for the state of Maine. 

Voted to have each Council member 
sign a “sportsmen’s pledge” to uphold 
conservation and bag limits. 

Vored to increase Council dues to 
ten dollars per season for a club of five 
to ten. members and a dollar additional 
for cach registered member over ten; 
independent members to remain at 
$3.00 per member, and _ sponsorship 
mem)ers remaining at $8.50 a year, all 
dues to expire the 31st of October, each 
yeal 

Voted to allow proxy voting if signed 
proxies are brought to Council meeting 
by authorized delegate. 

Council Diver of the Month. In 1942, 
after an ascent from 100 feet in the 
diving tower at New London, Connecti- 
cut, john K. “Jack’”” Whelan of Bedford, 
New Hampshire, first became interested 
in diving. It was not until some ten 
year. later, however, after the Korean 
confiict that he was able to start skin 
diving in earnest. Like all skin divers 
on the East Coast a few years ago, he 
found it difficult to get a diving buddy 
and took his wife along on early diving 
excursions. “She would sit in the boat 
while I dove,” he smilingly recalls, “and 
usually I found her half-frozen from the 
cold when I came out, especially in the 
winter.” 


Jack’s Navy training in submarine 
and diving medicine stood him in good 
stead when two years ago he organized 
the New Hampshire Sea Skates, a very 
active Council club, and taught the 
members how to use Scuba equipment. 
“Almost without exception,” he states, 
“the club’s Scuba divers have all been 
deeper than 100 feet, and while there is 
little to be seen at that depth in lake 
diving, all of the members have gained 
added confidence in their ability.” 

In addition to running a regular Scu- 
ba school at the Manchester “Y"” during 
the winter, Jack is working with an as- 
sociate on a new type face mask which 
will give peripheral vision under water. 
He is also the originator and distributor 
of a nasal preparation which helps cleat 
the ears quickly in people trouble by 
the inability to “pop” their ears when 
diving. 

Married and the father of four chil 
dren, Jack taught his seven-year old son 
diving before the child could actually 
swim. Now equipped with his own pint- 
size Scuba, Jack, Jr. has put on many 
demonstrations of his diving skill. 


And just to prove that it really isn’t 
a man’s world, Jack’s wife and 14 yea 
old daughter took one of his Scuba 
courses, and are now both accomplished 
divers. tip 


John K. Whelan 


Jack" 








by Carl Kohler 
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FLORIDA FICTION AND FACT 


(Continued from Page 17) 


S& FICTION: * ...66% the so-called The writer has practiced many sports 
sport of spearfishing ..."; or “the over a period of many years. From 
evidence is voluminius and positive that personal experience he can unequi- 


spearfishing is not a‘sport’....” FACT: vocally state that spearfishing — like ski- 








GO UNDERWATER AND REALLY LIVE! 


“I will make a diver out 
of you.” Having taught 
over 4,400 novices to be 
confident lung divers, we 
that in 


guarantee one 





compact lesson, you too 
can start to ‘Really 


Live” !! 


UA-LUNG 
AC ASSES* 


ae 


During Dec. and Jan. 


MEL'S AQUA SHOP 
RIVIERA VILLAGE 
1911 So. Catalina Ave. 


REDONDO BEACH, CALIFORNIA 


FRontier 5-6714 


(15 years age minimum) 








SKIN DIVER 
P.O. Box 128 
Lynwood, Calif. 





Please enter a One Year Gift Subscription for: 


Name 
Address 
State New ( ) 


and send Christmas Card from: 


City 
Name . _ 
Address 

State 
Enclosed is my payment of $3.00. 


City 














ing and bobsleighing — ranks among the 
sports requiring the highest degree of 
athletic prowess and sheer “guts”. Only 
the best physical specimens of the hu 
man race can become truly skilled in 
this clean and tough sport — like frog. 
men in the Navy. It is much more of a 
sport than any kind of game fishing or 
hunting. 


9. FICTION: “.... the officials of the 
AAU may not be fully aware of these 
devastating effects on our fishing  in- 
dustry . ... . should establish regula- 
tions which will prove more equitable 
with conservation, or “let us hope ‘hat 
the AAU will take such measures as ‘nay 
be necessary for the proper contro! of 
spearfishing so that it may be really 
called a sport.” FACT: The AAU off. 
cials familiar with spearfishing are {ully 
familiar with this sport. Those mab ing 
above statements are completely ignor- 
ant of it. Spearfishing does not have «lev- 
astating effects on the fishing industry 
except in the minds of misled 
anglers and commercial fishermen. ‘! 


some 
Ihe 
writer has offered and is still offeiing 
to the leaders of the Upper Keys Coun. 
cil his full cooperation and the ‘ull 
weight of the Amateur Athletic Union 
of the United States to jointly work out 
severe and sound restrictions aimed at 
true conservation and against the hand- 
ful of highly skilled professional spear- 
fishermen whose activities in Florida 
bring discredit to the sport. So far these 
leaders have refused the cooperation of 
the AAU. 
To conclude: 


The above is but a brief random 
sampling of the “fiction” being spread— 
by a group of misled, well meaning 
men. It is a good sign that only a hand- 
ful of other men in America is falling 
for this fiction. 

The AAU sincerely believes that this 
random sampling is sufficient to prove 
the points that: 


1. The fight against spearfishing in 
the Upper Keys is led by men not 
knowing the true facts — blinded 
by propaganda. 


2. That the AAU stands for true con- 
servation—not for blind prohibition 
of a true sport. 


3. That the AAU is ready to cooper- 
ate with the Upper Keys Council 
and any other group standing |or 
true conservation — and will throw 
its full weight for the promotion 
of real conservation measures, rath- 
er than the present mockery of the 
law in half a county of the Keys. 
(The other half of the same coun- 
ty approves spearfishing and active- 
ly promotes it (Marathon, Fla.) > 
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ong the MYSTERY 
ree of 
- Only (Continued from Page 7) SKI N DVI N ° REAR El HUNG 
he hu 
led in reaction to this wonderful spectacle. . 
7 Since goggles and mouthpiece give the @.. the sportsman’s real sport 
os ta diver an appearance of unreality, it’s ' ... an Undersea Safari 
MNS oF difficult to see his face. However, Rob- : * g and tropical vacation 
ert’s eyes registered obvious admiration; am, in the West Indies 
ol the his hand gestures leaving no doubt gee % Inexpensive, too! 
f these about his enthusiasm! 
ng in I pointed to the gaping, black mouth 
regula. of the tunnel and we both switched on 
uitble our lamps, their rays cutting into the 
»€ that gloom like fingers of lightning. Staying 
as inay closely together, we swam into the dark- 
tro! of ness. Occasionally, we glanced back to 
really make sure the faint light of the en- 
U_ offi trance was still in sight. Should it be 
e tally necessary, we planned to use a rope, 
nah ing securely tied to any prominent rock 
ignot along the wall, with which to guide us 
ve les back out again, 
dustry hen it happened! 
ors We had been swimming forward— 
1. The : me sae Write for descriptive fo 
covering, perhaps, 70 meters into the vr; y 
tke: ing ’ : ; { It's informative. 
Tout cavern—when we chanced to look be- atte 
hind us into pitch blackness! The pale : 
ie full i It's for fun! 
: glow of the entrance was gone! Engulfed 
Union . : 
ai oul in that deadly gloom, we were a tiny Hank Shure 
eal island of light. Desperately, we looked Fugazy Travel Bureau, Inc. 
call at cach other by the blinding glare of oneal ‘a ; a a oa 
spear. our lamps—anguish reflecting from our ee OF er Pee eee 
“lorida = 
r these Ihen I had an idea: perhaps we 
ion of might yet find the way back if we [| ———— ; "aaa aie ae oe -— | 
weren't blinded to the entrance glow 
by our own lamps. I switched mine off EDCO SUITS eo @ e| 
and Robert did the same. Immediately, — ]| 
andom we were swallowed in blackness. A few, EF B d / 
yread— terrible seconds passed—surely, the long- very O ry. 
eaning est seconds I'll ever live. Suddenly, I 
hand- touched Robert’s arm excitedly! I could 
falling see a feeble, but certain, glow of light 
ahead of us in the cavern! 
ee 
oe hl Again, we began swimming carefully The Original 
_ | forward a few meters, turned a promi- Foam Neoprene Suit 
Prove B nent corner in the gallery (the fluid 
light growing more pronounced) and Designed by a well-known scientist-skin diver. 
ing in emerged to find the radiant light of the Used by the Navy and by Oceanographers 
ae al exii to the Medas Islands tunnel! all over the world. 
linded \ little way further and we were 
crossing through a large, round cave A proven, tested, reliable product. 
with a high vault. The huge, fantastic 
le COn- arch was supported by a singular, rocky Full suit -........ -$75.00 
bition column. It was something magnificent || Full suit — heavy duty.. $99.00 
inerrable . . . something worthy | Shorty ................. $45.00 
of Jules Verne’s imagination! The ||Women’s short suit ....... --$35.00 
ooper FE depth measured 28 meters. The cavern — || Full suit kit............... weveee $40.00 
ouncil # measured 30 meters, in diameter, by | Other models — various prices 
ng ‘or 15 meters high and a distance from | 
throw § the entrance to the exit of 130 meters. | Don t settle for less than the hest | 
notion We were so amazed that I imagine, || 
, rath- if in that moment, Captain Nemo’s | ---- 
of the § Nautilus had come silently floating in- | Available at your dealers or write 
Keys. to the great cavern—we wouldn't have outside California in California 
coun- | been surprised at all! EDCO Beaver of La Jolla 
active- Ihe mystery of Medas Islands is no 305 American Trust Co. Bldg. P.O. Box 348 
a.) longer a mystery to us. >s~ Berkeley 4, Calif. : ——— ____ La Jolla, Calif. - — 
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In Time for Xmas 
Now.... 
New Low Prices 


On Wet Suit Kits 
vem $19.95 Reg. Weight 


These kits make ideal gifts for the Skin Divers 
in your Extra heavy suit kits con- 
structed of double ply foam neoprene for maxi- 
mum strength, comfort and warmth. These suits 
are used and preferred by professional and 
Navy divers throughout the world. Priced from 
$39.50. 


family. 


Air cards for $10 a $12.50 value. 


Send now for literature and free material 


sample at no obligation. 


SAN DIEGO DIVERS SUPPLY 


4042 MIDWAY DRIVE 
SAN DIEGO 10, CALIFORNIA 


Directly across from Midway Drive-In Theatre 





Professional Type 





KIT just 
$39.50 


















Safest! 
More Accurate! 


Anodized Aluminum + 


Easy to Handle! 


The MIGNON is the only internal rubber-pow- 
ered gun of its type in the entire underwater 
sportsfield. The MIGNON can be aimed at 
eye level. No danger of injury! Safety catch. 
Highly maneuverable. Ideal for Rocks and 
Jetties. 
Standard Model: Reg. $19.95 Now $15.95 ppd. 
Same power as Standard Arbalete 
DeLuxe Model: Reg. $29.95 Now $18.95 ppd. 
Same power as DeLuxe Arbalete 
Canvas Carrying Case—$3.95 ppd. 
Extra 1 pe. Elastic—$2.95 ppd. 














RICHARDS—the largest Spearfishing Center on the 
East Coast, tests and checks all equipment under 
actual oceanic conditions. One year GUARANTEE on 
All Equipment! Richards is the ONLY authorized 
Aqua-Lung repair depot in the country. All items 
shipped postpaid. 






} AIR STATION OPEN ‘TIL 10 P.M. DAILY 


RICHARDS AQUALUNG CENTER 


uz: AQUALUNG CENTER 


OF THE EAST COAST! 
New! MIGNON Spear Gun 


Exclusive Italian Import 

















Deep-See 


DEPTH GAUGE 





Plaid nylon band, sealed-in plastic, 
phosphor bronze Bourdon tube, less 
than 2% error. 


trouble’’! 


0-70’ —-$7.95 ppd. (Cali. every ft.) 
0-140’—$8.50 ppd. 
0-230’'—$9.50 ppd. 










No more ‘’bubble- 







(2 ft. cali.) 
(5 ft. cali.) 














233 WEST 42nd STREET, 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y 


Counselors and outfitters for world-wide underseas expeditions 





LT 












dust 25c includes your name 
on our Permanent Club list. 
You receive, periodically, 
FREE, all latest French, 
English, Italian and domes- 
tic catalogs that include 
cameras, masks, fins, snor- 
kels, etc., and our monthly 
specials. 





RUBBER GLOVES . .$2.95 





WRIST SEALS..... $5.95 
120 Ft. DEPTH 
Pree $1.25 


Ex-Heavy Cotton, 





SUCCESS! 


By LAURA STURGILL 


The Bal-Sub-Mare dance, sponsored 


by 


Clubs, was a huge success, thanks 


everyone. 


costumes were 


Whale, and the terrific barracuda cre 
ed by Henry del Giudice and Cather 
and Walter Hughes after two moni! 
Southe 
California Skin Divers Club are cre¢ 


of enthusiastic labor. 


ed with the making of so many fis 


hanging about. Gratitude is extend 
to the Hydrophiles, Kingfishers, 1 
Angeles Neptunes, Sea Angels, Sca- 


awed with 


‘Those bedecked in intric 


Waldo, 


‘The 


Sabres for all of their tedious work; 


Dot and Gene Davis; to Mr. Hambu 





the California Council of Diving 


to 


te 


tne 


it- 
1¢€ 


1s 


~~ f.  -_ = 
AQ ans f S&S 


to 


8 


who made posters, Bob Ferris for lis 


wonderful broadcast 


about the dance; 


to the Red Onion Cafe, and the gencr- 
ous contributions of Scott Hydro-Pak, 
Voit Rubber Company; the Boat JC; 


Penguin, Incorporated; 


Mel’s 


Aq la 


Shop; Hermosa Aquarium; Rose Marie 


Reid; 


Mark-Marine; The Spearfisher- 


man; Underwater Sport Shop; Dacor 
Corporation; Park Riviera Gym; Buas- 
ketville. > 


All 


VALUE $10.15 


9595 


Fruit-of-the-Loom LONG JOHNS 


Long Wearing, 


For 


Ex- 


Warm Slip-over Shirt-—89c 
Elastic Waist Drawers—$1.25 


S M L XL — White 


Voit 


t 


40% 


for 
Short 


Zipper 
closing. 


| Reg. $29.95 
| Now! 


easy entry, 


Only 


WET SHIRT 


OFF 


Gold color, heavy-weight foam 
neoprene with green 


striping. 
snug 


sleeves. Most 


practical wet shirt available. 


$17.95 
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MARK MARINE 





MARK II 
FOOT LOADER 
Fits any rubber 


spear gun— 
Quick — Easy 
reload 


$195 


GREAT GIFTS 


MARK VI 

LINE REEL 

Fits any gun 

No snarl—no snag 

nooth spin 
action. 

Easy rewind 


$595 








ARINE, Inc. 
112A W. Commonwealth 
Fullerton, California 


rs addre 


MARK M 











BREATHTAKINGLY | 
BEAUTIFUL . . . and there’s 
never been a book like it! 


* 


THE UNDERWATER GUIDE 
TO MARINE LIFE 
by Carleton Ray and E'gin Ciampi 





Especially written for scientists, 
fishermen, skin divers and nature 
photographers, this timely and 
comprehensive book packs a 
world of factual information into 
its nearly 400 pages. Chapters 
cover the zones of the sea and its 
biology, photography and equip- 
ment, names and classifications, 
plants, lower fishes, and the mas- 
ters of the water, with simple 
rules for identification. Magnifi- 
cent to look at, illustrated with 16 
color plates (including many stun- 
ning paintings by a foremost Jap- 
anese artist), plus many black and 
white drawings and photographs. 











$8.75 at book and sports 
Stores or order direct from 


A. S. BARNES & COMPANY, Dept. A 
232 Madison Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 
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California Council 
Derby Results 


By H. J. LOCKWOOD 


Hundreds of California divers took 
to the sea on October 14 to participate 
in a contest for the largest “bug” 


California Sheepshead. ‘The area covered 


and 


by the contestants in their search for the 
big one ranged from Santa Cruz to San 
Clemente Islands to the eighty miles of 
Southern California coastline, and cov 
ered an estimated 4800 square miles of 
ocean water. From the number of tick 
ets sold and the interest shown, it ap- 
pears that a Derby of this type was well 
received, and another is planned for 
March, 1957. 

Rules of the competition were sim 
ple, and may be referred to in the Octo- 
ber issue of the “Skin Diver.” 
vation minded divers should 


Conse1 
that 
these two species of marine life were 


note 


selected for the contest as they are not 
taken to any extent by rod 
thereby 


and reel 


fishermen, avoiding any un 


favorable reactions from this group of 
sportsmen. 

The largest lobster, 18 Ib. 2 o7.. 
taken by Ronny Hays of Van Nuys, 
thereby winning him the Northill Ai 


Lung donated by the Garrett Corp. The 


Was 


biggest sheepshead was a whopping 22 
Ib. 13 07. by John Gaffney of Long 
Beach which qualified him for the wet 
suit kit from Kelpsuit Co. in Inglewood. 
Other prizes were provided by Voit. 
Dive N Surf, Healthways, Cressi. and the 
boats Maray and Scuba. Other winners 
of the lobster section were Brian Shan- 
non, Cliff Dietsch, Le Rov Bailey, and 
Robert Kulek, in that order. The other 
placers in the sheepshead group were 
Claude Allen, Jay Riffe, John Winter- 
steen, and Roy Sals. The Council wish- 
es to thank all of the 
manufacturers who contributed to mak- 


contestants and 


ing this contest a success. > 


Many baby stingrays are born alive 
and even at birth are fully equipped 
with stingers that they know 
use. 


how to 
From “Seafarer”. 





Mr. 
You are cordially invited to visit 
the “Skin Diver’ Magazine room and 
display at the forthcoming N.S.G.A. 
Convention and Show to be held at 
the Hotel Morrison, Chicago, Illinois, 
February 3-7, 1957. We will be in 
Room 904. Come up and we'll talk 

about our favorite sport. 
Skin Diver Magazine | 


Dealer: 


















Black Knight 


by 
KELPSUIT 


SPECIAL KIT 
Price $19.95 


(Coverall 
type) 


aN 


Send for Measure- 
ment chart and 
sample today. 
Dealer inquiries 

invited. 


We have the PRO regulator... 
$2495 


KELPSUIT 


10927 Hawthorne Blvd. 
Inglewood, California 
Phone Orchard 4-1040 











ATTENTION! 


EASTERN DIVERS 


JOIN OUR UNDERWATER CLUB! 


Write for FREE price list 
and many club benefits 


ORDER EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED ... BY MAIL 


Immediate Delivery From Our Stock! 
We Pay All Shipping Costs To You! 





Complete diving needs, including 
Scuba, suits, spear guns, fins, masks, 
water skies, aquaplanes, parts and 
accessories. hs, 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR HEALTHWAYS. ~ ry 
VOIT « 


u. Ss. Divers + pacor’ ///\/) 









Box 24.2, Syracuse 1, New York 


DEPT. SD-9 

















































































The fast growing acceptance and use of Dacor Lungs by Expert 
Divers is proof that Doublé-Diaphragm, Two Stage construction 
provides twice the performance and Double safety. 





Regulator complete 


Complete Lung with 
standard voalive.,. 


Complete Lung with 
reserve valve 


Double Tank Lung 


$82.50 


“* DACOR Corporation 


164.50 
P.O. BOX 551, EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

















































COMPLETE KIT 
JUST $24.95 


, LOOK! 


Shi W’wers- 
4444 (q A VALUE LIKE THIS ONE 


AMATEUR and 4444: 

WET SUIT KIT—Complete with all ma- 
terials and instructions to make an in- 
sulated foam neoprene full suit with 
hood and seven zippers. Reinforced 
seams. Custom-made to you. Fast on and 
off. Tough and durable. Dries in minutes. 
Choice of full jacket zipper or half 
jacket zipper as illustrated. 

Order yours today or send for rubber 
sample. Fill in information below and at 
right and add any additional measure- 
ments desired, also send check or money 
order for $24.95 to Seal Life, Box 245, 
San Pedro, Calif. 
(Sorry, No C.O.D.) 









Name 


Address 


City 


Lomita, Calif. 


1901 Pacific Coast Hwy. DA. 6-6663 


























TOBAGO MAY ESTABLISH 
HAPPY HOME FOR FISH 


By ROBIN KINKEAD 


TOBAGO, B.W.1.—This Britis! is 
land where Robinson Crusoe once 
roamed may become a happy hom: for 
fidgety fish. 

What has been suggested as _ the 
world’s first protected piscatorial lay 
ground is Buccoo Reef, a specta: ular 
maze of marine gardens, underwater 
ravines and multi-colored tropical fish 

Curving for about three miles, »nh 
a mile offshore, the reef’s crystal | lear 
waters offer unlimited opportunitie. for 
goggle-eyed visitors to go snorklin: of 
happily among a multitude of fish din. 
ners on the fin, as it were. 

The idea of a fish preserve is \ om 
pletely appropriate to 
already has the only sanctuary for Hirds 
of Paradise outside of the South Seas. -a 


Tobago, wiich 


BOAC to Resume Miami- 
Nassau Viscount Service 


MIAMI, FLA., The British Ove: seas 
Airways Corp. in December will re. 
sume service between Miami and Nas 
sau with thrice-daily Vickers Viscount 


flights. Two of these go into eifec 
Dec. 1, the other on Dec. 14. 
BOAC also has scheduled twice-daily 


flights on Monday, Thursday and Sat 
urday between Miami and Grand Ba- 
hama (West End). Its Caribbean sso- 
ciate, British West Indian Airways, will 
operate services from Miami to Grand 
Cayman and Jamaica. 

Grand Bahama services, flown with 
four-engined de Havilland Heron air 
liners, leave Miami at 10 AM and 4:30 
PM. The latter flights continue to Nas 
sau under Bahamas Airways Ltd. oper 
ation. Miami-Grand Bahama _fiving 
time is 40 minutes. 

BOAC will offer a once-weekly Vis 
count tourist service from Miami to 
Montego Bay and Kingston, Jamaica. 
It will depart at 11:15 AM on Thurs 
day. A Saturday Viking flight, operated 
by BWIA, to the same points plus 
Grand Cayman, will leave here at 12:15 
PM. 

On Jan. 18, BWIA will operate 4 
Miami-Grand Cayman turnaround, tour 
ist-class. Flights will leave Miami at 5 
PM Friday and arrive in Cayman at 
7:20 PM. 

Sample roundtrip fares from Miami 
are: Nassau, $36; Grand Bahama, £21; 
Grand Cayman, $89.70; Jamaica, $) 11. 
There is no federal tax on these fares. ~» 
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DIVING DOCTOR | FENJOHN 
SEEKS ANSWERS ha 


By W. R. KIRKER, M. D. 


[his article is in the best interest of 
the health of every Scuba diver that 
reads “Skin Diver’ magazine. 

Recently, it has come to my attention 
that many Scuba divers have contracted 
an iliness manifesting high fever, gener- 
alize! muscle aches and pains, chills, 
loss of appetite and at times nausea 
and vomiting. Recent cases I have 
seen required hospitalization due to the 
severity of the attack. The clinical 
picture is like that seen in “grippe” 
or “\irus pneumonia.” It occurs usu- 
ally 24 to 72 hours after diving and 
couli possibly be associated with ditch- 
ing ond doning of the Scuba. 


Since very little is known about this 
illness as to its cause, | would like to 
ask that each Scuba diver who has en- 
countered the above symptoms write to 
me inswering the questions listed be- 





Underwater Photo & Equipment 


90 Cricket Ave., Ardmore, Pa. 











THE MOST POPULAR 
“MAKE - IT - YOUR- 


low in complete detail. Your letters SELF” SUIT KIT — 


to me will be of great assistance in de- $29.95 
termining just how prevelant this con- 

dition is among Scuba divers. I urge 

you to cooperate with this survey if 

you have experienced such an_ illness The warmest, most 
after Scuba diving. no ppg he 


in waters down to 45 

recommend mittens 
and socks when water 
is below 60 


Please answer all questions in de- 
tail: (1) Name, address, age. (2) Diving 
conditions. (3) Equipment used. (4) 
Air source. (5) Were you ditching and 
doning 24-72 hours prior to illness. (6) 
Experience in diving. (7) General phy 


sical condition. (8) Describe illness in Complete with best materials obtainable ; non 


complete detail and the treatment re- connecting cell Neoprene, four non-corrosive 

° ° zippers, s¢am material, cement, patterns and 

ceived. If a doctor was involved please directions 

include his report and especially chest ‘ 

X-ray findings if anv. Custom made plastic camera housings for 
: ey ; all cameras most 35mm types, with two 

Please send above information to: controls $79.95 
Waker R. Kirker, M.D., 123 Sigsbee Write for our new catalog 





Road, Key West, Florida. >a 








Jerry 








WOLLMAN-SCHMIDT 
Model 35A 
For Finer Undersea Photography 


Wish you 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS 


and 


A HAPPY “Aquatic” NEW YEAR 


SEND TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 


eT ee ae ee ee ee ae ee ee ee a a 
' WOLLMAN-SCHMIDT 
! Undersea Camera & Equipment, Inc. : 
| 352 - 7th Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. ' 
! Dear Sirs: Please send me complete information on your under- : 
| water camera housings. i | 
' 
; 
B MOME.....-.-..---senersceere-seseceeseerecsnessessensneserascasencssensenseceeconenssesseenseees ' 
1 
i ha Sh oe Pee eT See ree oe : 
' 
ALATA ne 
lee eee aenweeweaeeaecaeane eee e ee eee eeeeeeees ee ee eeeaeeae 
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EMPIRE STATE 
UNDERWATER COUNCIL 


By STAN SHABMAN 


The final formative meeting of the 
E.S.U.C. was held on October 19, 1956 
at the 63rd Street Y.M.C.A. in New 
York City. As usual the meeting was 
well attended by clubs in the Metro- 
politan area plus the representatives of 
the upstate clubs. 

Elections 
were elected 
Norman Schiff, “Long Island Dolphins,” 
president; Philip Shapkin, “Manhattan 
Skin Divers,” vice-president; June Keis 
er, “Long Island Dolphins,” secretary; 
Murial Post, “Civil Air Patrol,” Trea 
surer; Dave Iverson, “Troy N.Y. Skin 


held, 


to office: 


were the following 


Divers,” Don Shearer, “Schenectady 
Y.M.C.A. Divers,” and Stanley Shab- 
man, “Manhattan Skin Divers,” were 
elected to the executive council. 


During the meeting a long and seri- 
ous discussion took place on a problem 


MAR-MAC’S new scuba accessories 




















MAR-MAC  Safedive Buckles 


permit you to get in and out of your lung 
harness in seconds! One hand opercted... 
easy to install. Safedive Buckle Kit No. 1 
fits 1°—1" web belts and lung harness. 
Safedive Buckle Kit No. 2 fits any 2”— 
214" web belt and popular cart- 

ridge belts. Either kit.................... $1.65 






air. 





CHECK these advantages 
of the SeAir Gauge: 


MORE SPORT. Because this gavge 
tells you continually how much air 
you have left, you can stay under 
longer with safety. No more surface 
swims back with heavy, empty tanks. 


MORE SAFETY. This gauge will 
prevent you from diving with an in- 
adequate air supply. No more guess- 
ing. Permits you to properly decom- 
press from long, deep dives. 


MORE ECONOMY. Pays for itself 
in @ season or two because it saves 







BUY MAR-MAC skin diving ac- 
cessories from your dealer or direct. 
Write for free catalog. Dealer in- 
quiries invited. 


MAR-MAC INDUSTRIES | 


underwater 
| his 
problem is how and what to do about 
regulations governing the sale and phy- 
sical make-up of spear guns and spears 
used in our sport. 

Arnold Post will present to the manu- 
facturers of underwater equipment, the 
recommendations for safety devices and 
institute some regulations for the sale 
of equipment to unqualified divers. In 
this respect we feel that the sport will 
attain a more well founded basis of re 


that has been plaguing 


hunters for a long period of time. 


spect from park departments, police and 
all game and wild life authorities. 

We are inviting all clubs and indivi 
cual divers in New York state to be- 
come participating members in the 
council. Hope that all clubs and divers 
that have not been heard from will have 
some sort of representation. Each meet- 





give you 
more §s port 









with more safety! 






































— 


The Empire State Underwater Council 
wishes to submit to the manufacturers 
and retailers of spear guns the following 
recommendations: 

For the manufacturers: 

1. Spearguns should not resemble reg- 

ular firearms. 

2. Coloring—should not be gun metal 
black. 

3. Gun should be so constructed as to 
require assembling before it can be 
operated. 

4. Manufacturers should provide a cov- 
ering or carrying case to be included 
in the price of a gun. 

5. Devise a firing mechanism that will 

work only underwater. 

All guns should have safety catciies, 
Provide the retailer with a brochure 
which he may use to assist him in 
instructing the purchaser as to the 
proper use of the gun. 

8. Attach an instruction tag and list 


al a 








of safety regulations to each ~s 





ing will be held either the 3rd or 4th 
Friday each month. 


Let us hear from vou and your cubs 
as you all know we are working to miake 
our sport more acceptable to the agen 
cies that we must deal with and also 
acceptable to the final judge, the gen 
eral public. 

One resolution that was passed was 
that all clubs in the council join the 
Marine District sportsmans council. s0 


that we may get favorable legislaiion 


(Continued on Page 35) 





MAR-MAC'S \Seair\ GAUGE 


SHOWS YOU how much air you have in your tanks 
before you dive and during your dive. 
PLAN YOUR DIVES WHILE SUBMERGED! 
stalled, unconditionally guaranteed for one 
year from date of purchase. ONLY.............. $24.95 


Now you can 
Easily in- 





1453 Revere Ave. © Hayward, Calif. 
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SKIN DIVERS — 


here’s the 


Portable 
Compressor 






you've 
BEEN 

WAITING 
FOR! 


The new, high quality—''B 29°" supplies pres- 
sure of 2,200 Ibs. per square inch . . . filtered 
air, mountain fresh. 1.2 ft. per minute continu- 
ous operation. 110-120 volts, 50-60 cycles. Now 
you can enjoy the most thrilling and exciting 
sport in the world at minimum cost. Complete, 
ready to use. 
The lowest priced GOOD com- $1 75 
pressor. Fully guaranteed, only : 
(f.o.b., Cleveland, Ohio) 

Write for complete information 

DIVERS’ MFG. CO. 

No. 710, 11720 Edgewater Drive 

Lakewood 7, Ohio 








Two swell... 


Curistmas Girts 





SEAHAWK is the first to offer a low- 
priced, high-quality underwater camera 
for your Argus C-3. The MARK II fea- 
tures outside controls and flash port. 


Price $59.95 


Or 


New 10 Ib. underwater weight belt 
featuring a two inch webbing with 
the Mar-Mac quick release buckle. 
Price $7.95. 


AQUA DIVERS 


1901 Pacific Coast Highway 
Lomita, Calif. Phone: DA. 6-6663 
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EMPIRE STATE 

(Continued from Page 34) 
passed for us in coordination with the 
striped bass bill that they are trying to 
put forth in the New York state legis- 
lature. 

Now that the Empire state council is 
in fact a working reality we hope that 
in the very future there will be 
organized a national council consisting 
of all the sectional councils to have one 
commanding that will 
heard and appreciated by all existing 


near 


voice, one be 
sporting goods and = sport controlling 
egencies in the United States. 

The fact that numerically skin divers 
are in a majority in most coastal areas, 
feel that 

will meet 
consideration at all meetings of sports 
minded people. Skin diving is fast be- 
coming the leading aquatic sports in 
this country, and abroad. 

\gain let me try to impress upon all 
clubs the need for immediate and defi 
the formation of a 

This be 
plished by each State forming their own 
sovereign council and then there will 
finally be a nucleus made up of these 
sovereign councils bound together to 
form an administrative group that will 
be called the National Council. 

Our address is: Empire State Under- 
water Council, P. O. Box 165, Flushing, 
New York. > 


our voices will be 


with 


makes us 


heard and favorable 


action in 
council. 


nite na 


tional can accom 


Skin Diving Royalty 
By A. M. HERMANN 


Royalty has invaded the skin diving 
field with exclamations the sport 
“Fit for Kings!!’" Recent pleased parti- 
cipants in several skin diving excur- 
sions, in the Florida reefs were Prin- 
Beatrix zu Wittgenstein of Ba- 
varia, Germany, Count Rule Von Bis- 
marck of Santiago, Chile, and Baron 
Hartmuth Von Koeller, Santi- 
ago, Chile. Captain Don Hunt, on his 
good ship “Starlite,” officiating for the 
Florida Frogman from Dinner Key 
Docks, Miami, and an avid skin diver 
himself, played the amiable host to the 
royal party. Just to be sure that every- 
one had fun, Bill Stephens, who edits 
and publishes the “Florida Outdoors” 
magazine, joined in the excursion. Com- 
mented Princess Wittgenstein, “This 
skin diving is what you say in Amer- 
‘the most’. I must return to Ger 
many now, but I’m coming back here 
to dive again next year.” The Count 
Rule Von Bismarck was so overjoyed 
with his introduction to “Scuba” that 
he promised to send the Captain ten 
bushels of tax free wheat from 
ranch in Chile. >. 
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FLY V 


Shamt- wv 
de Corte 


Ghe Route of the Mithionarics- 
TO 


LA PAZ 


Fly in luxurious DC3 scheduled flights daily 
to La Paz, visited by Hernan Cortez in 1536. 
Acclaimed as the world’s best fishing 
grounds. A wonderful climate with 361 
sunny days a year. 


Mexico’s Spearfishing Mecca 





$70.33 


ROUND TRIP 


from Tijuana 


ROUND TRIP 


from Juarez 


ROUND TRIP 


from Guaymas 


$64.32 


$26.04 


Hotels—to suit your desires, including the 
beautiful LA PERLA on the beach in La Paz. 
Single rooms with meals, $6 per day. 
Boats—RUDY VALEZ boat service to any 
and all the best diving areas. 

Small boats 10 and 25 H.P. motors $2.50 
and $3.00 per hour. 

Less 25% to SKIN DIVERS 

10 Cruisers from $50 to $60 per day. 





ew Diego 7 cv 
Tijuana — YY, 
a. EI Paso (Tex) > 
Judrez me 
. ° 
Xt s 
= 
wa 
» 
} 
4 


La Paz. 4 


Please send information on flight schedules, 


rates and free booklets. 


IPI 


TRANS MAR de CORTEZ Airlines 


Ave. 16 de Sept. 52 
La Paz, B. C. Mexico 


NAME 
ADDRESS 


CITY . STATE. 
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in this section of the magazine and be placed on the Club Roster. 
by-laws furnished upon request. 


placed on display in our office. 





THERMOPRENE WET SUITS AND KITS 


b 


y 
SEA-NYMPH 


@ Made of thick, warm, THERMOPRENE 

@ One or two piece with full zippers and hood 
@ Custom cut to your size or stock sizes 

@ Zippers pre-installed in kits 

@ All seams bevel cut for easy assembly 


$4995 $2495 


Suits from Kits from 
SEA-NYMPH MANUFACTURING CO. 
10771 Leffingwell Rd. Norwalk, Calif. 





Phone UNiversity 3-3559 








CLUB REPORTS are submitted bi-monthly by club publicity representative, one typewritten page, 
double spaced, 100 words per report. NEW CLUBS should file their official name and address 
with “Skin Diver,” they will then receive a schedule of the months their report will be published 
A sample constitution and 


SKIN DIVER is collecting club emblems or patches from underwater organizations around the country, please send yours soon if we have not re- 
ceived it already. We would also like to receive a marine specimen, stuffed, dried, painted, shells, etc., from each club. These specimens will be 


Long Beach, Calif. . . . 
Y HYDROPHILES 
By George Muno 

The “Y Hydrophiles” celebrated their {irst 
anniversary with a barbecue on the evening 
of September 29 on the lovely, spacious 
lawn of the Vogel home overlooking the 
Harbor at Terminal Island. The water, with 
boats of various types and sizes passing by, 
made an appropriate background. 

Two large fish were barbecued on an open 
pit and enjoyed along with many other tasty 
dishes. The feast was topped off by a beau- 
tiful and delicious three-tiered anniversary 
cake, complete with decorations of roses and 
candle, presented to the Club by the mother 
of one of the members. 

In the evening, under a canopy of stars, 
the club members and guests enjoyed color 
movies with sound provided by the Meis- 
trells from Dive and Surf, as well as most 
interesting color slides shown and narrated 
by Homer Lockwood. >» 





Leaves Each Saturday and Sunday 
7;15 A.M. from Fellows & Stewart, 
Old Yard, Terminal Island Berth 
206— (after crossing Ford Avenue 
draw bridge turn right and follow 
arrow signs) —Returns approximate- 















ly 6 P.M. 

The SCUBA is also available for 
Weekday Cruises — Make Plans 
Now! 


Available for Charter Parties, Skin 
Diving Clubs, etc. 





D | Vv | N G T re) U R S : | N Cc 2 Proudly Announces the First Professional Year "Round Boat Service 


Devoted Exclusively to Skin Divers and Underwater Sports Enthusiasts! 
The Most Complete Facility Offered—’'The SCUBA’, Specially Designed Jeffries Built 48-ft. Diesel-powered Boat, for Safety, Service and Comfort: 
® Spacious 161/2-Ft. Beam © Large Comfortable Cabin with Snack Bar © Comfortably Accommodates up to 30 Divers with Full Equipment 
© Certified Air Supply for All Makes SCUBA @ Three Large Easy-to-Use Diving Ladders 
© Ship-to-Shore Radio © Complete Rental Service for Diving, Spearfishing and Underwater Photographic Equipment, at Reasonable Rates 


@ Fathometer @ Ingersoll-Rand Compressor 


Supervised By: GUSTAV DALLA VALLE, World-Famous Authority on 
Skin Diving, Spearfishing G Underwater Sports—Founder and Director 
of the First Spearfishing School in the World, “The International Spear- 
fishing School of Haiti.” 


Rates for Day—$7.00 per Person, 
For Reservations and Further Infor- 
mation, call FRontier 9-5202. 














SKIN DIVER—December, 1956 








































































Carmel 
CAI 


The 
pions, 
are no’ 
sociatio 
of Car 
awards 
treasur¢ 
Perry; 
far we 

Club 
are ga) 
handlet 
shot ol 
coming 

If ye 
the clu 
Carmel 

A tr 
planne« 


Guanta 


At |! 
cial Se 
here at 
divers 
the exc 

Sinc« 
Marine 
divers. 
fers to 
pect t 
Quanti 
hearing 
so that 
leave t! 
Young 
#115, 





AiR 


of 
The 


Corn 
plore 
adve 


Mode 
2CFM 
Weig 








not re- 
will be 


» Muno 
eir (first 
evening 
pacious 
ng the 
r, with 
ing by, 


in open 
er tasty 
a beau- 
iversary 
ses and 
mother 


f stars, 
d color 

Meis- 
is most 
varrated 


vice 
ists 
fort: 
nent 
essor 
‘ates 
/ on 


ctor 
ear- 


rson, 
ifor- 












Carmel, Calif... . 
CARMEL BATHING ASSOCIATION 
By Billi Rokes 
The 1956 Central Calif. skin diving cham- 
pions, formerly called the Seaside Seagulls 
are now known as the Carmel Bathing As- 
sociation. Officers are president, Bob Moore 
of Carmel who won all three first place 
awards at the contest; secretary, Bill Rokes; 


treasurer, Bette Moore; Sgt.-at-arms, Jerry 
Perry; activities chairman, Glenn Perry. So 
far we are 15 strong. 


Club dress uniforms for all diving events 
are gay 90’s bathing suits with derbys and 
handlebar mustaches for the men. A _ beach 
shot of the club in full regalia will be forth- 


coming 

If you want to dive or learn to dive, write 
the club c/o Pres. Moore, P.O. Box 2366, 
Carme!. Girls too! 


A trip to Point Conception for bugs is 
planne’ this month. > 


Guantanamo Bay, Cuba... 
NEPTUNE’S DEVIL-DOGS 
By Cpl. Cliff Youngs 
At last!! We have finally convinced Spe- 
cial Services that Scuba would be an asset 
here at this tropical naval station. Our skin 
divers club consists entirely of Marines with 
the exception of our Navy corpsmen. 


Since we have such a small amount of 
Marines here, we have only twelve active 
divers. Most of us are expecting our trans- 
fers to the states in a month or so. We ex- 
pect to be sent to either New York or 
Quantico, Virginia. We would appreciate 


hearing from any diving clubs in those areas, 
so that we may continue our diving after we 
leave the tropical waters of Cuba. Cpl. Cliff 


Kwajalein, Marshall Islands . . . 


“THE REEF RAIDERS” 
By William MaclInnes 

This fine club of skin divers was formed 
at the U.S. Naval Station, Kwajalein, Mar- 
shall Islands in March of this year. We now 
have approximately thirty-two members, most 
of whom own their own Aqua-Lung, North- 
hill or Divair. 

Each Wednesday and Sunday afternoon, 
the “Reef Raiders” have permission to check 
out a Motor launch, and we go diving from 
all the fascinating islands up the atoll chain 
of the Marshalls as far as Roi Namur. 

The big project for the club now is to 
get Killer Clam shells, some of which are 
as big as three feet high. There is quite a 
market for them in Hawaii as the more ex- 
pensive hotels and resorts use them to deco- 
rate the walks and hotel lobbies. With the 
proceeds, it is the plan of the club to pur- 
chase our own air compressor, as at present 
we have to rely on the station air depart- 
ment at their convenience. 

The big danger out here is Mako sharks 
and Moray eels, both of which frequent the 
waters in this area. Our diving rules pro- 
hibit dives over 120 feet, the big danger out 
here is that there is no decompression cham- 
ber on the station and not even a deep sea 
diving rig. To fly a man with the bends to 
Hawaii (the nearest decompression chamber) 
would first require eight hours, then the 
plane couldn’t fly over 100 feet elevation 
which obviously would be impossible. 

We would welcome correspondence from 
other clubs as we get pretty lonesome out 
on this isolated Naval Station where the 
required tour of duty is one year. Address 
any correspondence to me, CWO W-3 Wil- 
liam H. MacInnes, USN., U. S. Naval Sta- 





Youngs, U.S.M.C., Marine Barracks, Navy tion, Navy No. 824, FPO, San Francisco, 
#115, c/o F.P.O. New York, N.Y. -» California. > 
(or 


PORTABLE 
HIGH PRESSURE 
AiR COMPRESSORS 


First Choice 


adventure the world over. 





Model 130R1411 
2CFM — 3,000 PSI 
Weight 81 Ibs. 


— 








Cornelius portable, high pressure air compressors are the first choice of skindivers, ex- 
plorers, scientists and naval forces. They are the behind the scenes’ “props” for high 





Serge Arnoux with Paumotuan boys off shore 
of Manihiki Island, Tuamotu, South Pacific. 


Here are a few reasons for this wide 
popularity: (1) Pure, clean air when 
and where it’s needed; (2) Light- 
weight, small size; (3) Dependable 
performance; (4) Simple operation; 
(5) Choice of gasoline or electric in- 
terchangeable power units. 

See your dealer or 

write today for FREE catalog. 


THE (cinelius COMPANY 


550 - 39th Avenue N.E. 
Minneapolis 21, Minnesota 
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Just Press the Button... 
Film Moves & Shutter 
Recocks Automatically 


20 Pictures — 1 Winding 


Color & Black & White 
Changed Without Loss of Film 


Tremendous Depth of Field 


MAY BE USED ALONE or 
WITH UNDERWATER CASE 


FLASH CONTACTS on camera 
and case 


ROBOT 35 m.m. UNDER- 
WATER Camera and Case $2695° 





AQUALUX 


Underwater Light Meter 
Hermetically Sealed 


Pressurized to 100 ft. 


ONE METER FOR STILL or 
MOVIE CAMERAS 


Most Sensitive Light Meter 
in the World 


ae eee: $27.50 
Fitted Leather Case ................... $2.45 
Compressors — All Kinds 


Write for Information 


DIVING BOOKS — Undersea Adventure, The 
Gates of the Sea, Hunting Big Fish (The 
Story of the German Frogmen and Midget 
Submarine)—All were $4.50, Now 12 a 
$2.25 each. 


Immediate Delivery — See our 2 page 
ad in November issue. 


AQUA SPORT DIVERS 


16015 E, 8 Mile Rd., E. Detroit, Mich. 
PR. 5-0274 
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KIPWARM SUITS 


are made of the finest FOAM 
NEOPRENE with its great insu- 
lating properties, ELASTIC, AIR 
TIGHT, LIGHT in weight, SAN- 
ITARY. 


3 sizes. Small, Medium & Large 
or MADE TO ORDER (no extra 
charge) 


WET SUITS and DO-IT-YOUR- 
SELF KITS come in ONE STYLE: 
2-piece suit, long arms & legs, 
supporter apron, hood, 5 corro- 
sion-proof zippers. 


Regular thickness suit .$44.50 
Do-it-yourself Kit _....... $24.95 
Heavy duty suit (3/16’) $59.95 
Do-it-yourself Kit (3/16’') $39.95 
Special Kit (coverall type) $19.95 


KIPWARM DRY SUITS 

Heavy, strong rubber. (Neck, Front 
or Waist entry, with hood) $39.95 
Same suit in Kit form. $27.50 
Send your full measurements & weight. 


Cashier’s check or Money Order (no 
C.O.D.). Shipped post paid in U.S.A. 


If more details needed, write or see PIERRE 


AMERICAN DIVERS CO. 
610 Wilshire Blyd., Santa Monica, Cal. 
EXbrook 4-4753 








The first full 
story of the 
Navy’s frogmen 


An epic of modern warfare 
and peacetime pioncering. 
Here are the fabulous exploits 
of the Navy's Underwate1 
Demolition Teams, as told by 
one of their own command 
ers. With photographs. 


The Naked 
Warriors 


By COMMANDER FRANCIS 
DOUGLAS FANE, USNR and 
DON MOORE 


$5.00 at all bookstores 
APPLETON-CENTURY-CROFTS 





Montclair, New Jersey .. . 
NEW JERSEY SKIN DIVING CLUB 
By Barbara Kidder 
The New Jersey Skin Diving Club will 
celebrate its Ist anniversary this December. 
Since our first meeting, our membership has 
grown from twelve to twenty-seven active 


members. Most of our members have lungs 
and suits. 
Due to growing pains and unfavorable 


weather, we have not participated in as many 
club outings as we had planned. Most of 
our outings have been at Green Pond, 
Franklin Quarry and Long Branch. We have 
found that quarries are best for visibility but 
you need a suit for under twenty feet. Aver- 
age temp., 45°. Lakes and shore areas are 
too murky for exploring although the water 
is warm. Average temp., 65°. 

Several members were very fortunate in 
spending their vacations in Florida bringing 
back stories that made the rest of us drool. 

Most of our diving this winter will be 
confined to the Montclair YMCA pool every 
Tuesday night from 9-10. During the next 
few months we plan to practice and teach 
the basic fundamentals of skin and Scuba 
diving to our members. President Bill Lewis, 
Vice President Dick Kidder and four other 
qualified members will be the instructors. 
We also plan to give a course in life saving 
and hope that next Spring all 27 members 
(if not more) will be qualified skin or scuba 
divers. Anybody interested in the club (male 
or female) please contact me, Longhill Road, 
Great Notch, New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Skin Diving Club would 
like to start correspondence with other clubs 
and exchange pictures and members for 
talks. Also ideas for activities in the pool 
and social gatherings. >» 


Milwaukee, Wisconsin . . 
AQUATIC BADGERS 
By Bob Hendricks 


Our members have made their annual 
change from swim suits and suntans to dry 
suits and goose pimples. As spearfishing has 
been very poor due to bad visibility we have 
been concentrating on salvage. The 47° water 
off Milwaukee’s Government Pier, a popular 
place for fishing, yielded to Larry Bethe, 
Matt Jacobchick and Ken Thomas countless 
rods and reels, cigarette lighters, knives and 
even a workable lantern. 

Two weeks later eight of our members 
dove in the cold, crystal clear water of the 
Racine Quarry where they sighted three bikes 
and an old generator in 60 feet of water. 
We had one casualty—David Knaup rup- 
tured his eardrums. Following this dive we 
had our annual Fall Social, with plenty of 
food and Milwaukee’s famous beverage and 
entertainment. We found our better divers 
were our poorer poker players. > 


Pasadena, California . . 
EBBTIDERS 
By Murph McInnis 


Well! The frost is on the pumpkin, but it 
hasn’t chilled the enthusiasm of our mem- 
bers. With the installation of new officers at 
last month’s meeting, plans are shaping up 
for another active winter of diving. Our 
thanks for a job well done to last year’s 
president, Harold Gustafson, and wishes of 
good luck to Dewayne Wilson, our newly 
elected president, elected for a second time. 

A lobster dive to Catalina on the “Maray” 
proved both enjoyable and fairly successtul. 
Lobsters were seen by the scores and many 
legal ones taken. Mart Toggweiler, skipper 
of the “Maray”, sure knows where to drop 
the hook for the game we seek. >a 





Tremendous Saving! | 
Ingersoll-Rand High-Pressure 


AIR COMPRESSORS 


© Witt fill 37 C.F. tank in 7 minutes. 

* Rated 2000 PSI., 16 CFM. at 600 RPM, 
¢ U.S. Air Force rebuilt. 

* 3-stage Compressor, Model 3321. 





This compressor will pay for itself mony 
times over with savings on tank refills. 
Requires 7.5 H.P. electric motor or Wis- 


consin VE-4 gasoline engine. 

List price $1160.00 
Now, while they last, 29500 
Ship. Wt. 400 Ibs. F.0.B. Chicago 





SPECIAL! — Brand new — War Surplus 
Wisconsin engines sold only with cor 
pressor. Reg. $412— Now Only $21 








HARRIS SUPPLY CO. 
(Regular Ingersoll-Rand dealer) 
1710 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago 16, ill. 
Phone WEbster 9-2700 














JOHNSON AQUA SLED 


Perfected by Captain Harry C. Johnson of 


the St. Clair Divers 
underwater reconnaissance. Rugged con- 
struction of one inch aluminum tubing. 


Simply and quickly dismantled 00 
for storing or transporting. $75 


The Best For 
Air Filtering 


Company. Ideal for 


ACTIVATED ACTIVATED 
CARBON ALUMINA 
$] 95 99% 


For country fresh air!! (One pound can) 


Shipped post paid in U.S.A. 


(Dealer's Inquiries Invited) 


ST. CLAIR DIVERS COMPANY 


Dept. SD-101 
24400 E. Jefferson Ave 
St. Clair Shores, Michigan 
PRescott 7-9852 














SKIN DIVER—December, 1956 

























































Vane: 


We 
be di 
the v 
using 
wear. 
the fi 
water 
end ; 
22 m 
Molo: 
ing 
trains 


Dalla: 


Th 
Ark-l 
at the 
oP 
hunt 
prize 
and 1 
ditior 
for a 


meetii 
gradir 
cation 

Tov 
will b 
gar ri 
be th 
will | 
Comn 
and p 


Lexins 


Mr 
cently 
local 
porter 
News; 
ity an 
page 
“The 
man < 
lograp 
them 
to the 
needle 
for o 

Bill 
famili 
trip t 

Mrs 
Robin 
Vacatil 
fish. | 
from 
his ef 
a rece 
again, 


SKIN 





ing! 
sure 


DRS 


es. 
D RPM, 


} mony 
refills. 
wr Wis- 


500 


chicago 
irplus 


corr 
$21 





LED 


nson of 
eal for 
d con- 
tubing. 


75% 


ring 
ED 
iA 


ynd can) 


PANY 

















Vancouver, B. C. 
VANCOUVER SKIN DIVERS 
By Gino Gemma 

We now have 43 active members and will 
be diving all through the winter. Although 
the water is quite cold the fellows are all 
using wrist seals and wearing lots of under- 
wear. The water is becoming very clear and 
the fish seem to be moving in from deeper 
waters. Most of the fellows dive every week- 
end and some during the week. There are 
22 members with Scuba rigs. We have Pat 
Molony of the Vancouver Police Dept. Div- 
ing Syuad as our president, and he also 
trains the members in the same instruction 
as the Police Crew receive. 

We have an offer from the Royal Cana- 
dian ‘Navy at Vancouver Island to train any 
members in the Club as Navy Frogmen. 
They will send an Officer over to Vancouver 
every week with equipmment and he will give 
us lectures and training. We feel that this 
is the greatest thing that could ever happen 
to our club or any club. 

On our outings now the members do a lot 
of photography work, and look for specimens. 
There are a lot of very large Ling Cod in the 
areas now and a few Octopus. Also we are 
very ‘ortunate to have the use of a 45-ft. 
boat that we can use any time we want. sz. 


Dallas, Texas ... 
DALLAS DIVERS INC. 
By Willis Logan 
The “Dallas Divers” played hosts to the 
Ark-l a-Tex Divers of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
at the Tyler, Texas, state park Sunday, Sept. 


23. Part of the day’s activities was a treasure 
hunt and the Shreveport club found the 
prize. They also found a good lifetime rod 
and reel and a wrist watch in running con- 
dition which the Baylor Watch Co. traded 
for a new one. 

Two new qualifying members were Bobby 
Graff and Joe Caver. At the next regular 
meeting qualifying new members and up- 
grading qualifying divers to higher classifi- 
cations will constitute the entire program. 

Toward the end of the month the club 
will be invited to Shreveport for an “alligator 
gar rodeo.” Prizes will be given and this will 
be the club's first dive where rubber suits 
will be worn. The Louisiana State Game 
Commission will be in attendance. Results 
and pictures of the rodeo next month. >. 


Lexington, Kentucky 
“MERMEN OF KENTUCKY” 
By Estill Lyons 

Mr. William Fitzpatrick and myself, re- 
cently recovered a drowned victim, at a 
local rock quarry. Mr. Jim Barrickman, re- 
porter for The Lexington Herald Leader 
Newspaper, became interested in our activ- 
ity and received permission to write a full 
page feature story in his newspaper about 
“The Mermen.” We invited Mr. Barrick- 
man and Mr, Martin Jessie, newspaper pho- 
fographer, to one of our sessions, furnished 
them with equipment and introduced them 
to the underwater world and Scuba diving, 
needless to say, we have two new prospects 
for our group. 

Bill Fitzpatrick, Orvill Reynolds and their 
families just finished a two week spearfishing 
trip to Florida. They were very successful. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Winburn, Ray Lee Reeves, 
Robin Reeves, and Leslie Reeves are now 
vacationing in Florida and intend to spear- 
fish. Charles Underwood recovered a cruiser 
from the Ohio river and was well paid for 
his efforts. Jay Rosensweig recovering from 
a recent operation will soon join our groups 
again, >» 
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Richmond, Virginia . . . 
UNDERSEA EXPLORERS 

By Jim Thompson 
joined our monthly 
outing at Stove Point. Several Divers start- 
ed spearfishing but since the only game 
seemed to be other divers they went oyster 
hunting and were rewarded by much better 
luck. 


Seventeen members 





Three of our better divers Méessers. 
Krohne, Ogelsby and Bullard spent an eve- 
ning at crippled childrens hospital here show- 
ing off their gear to the kids and answering 
questions. Their gear included a deep (sponge) 
divers suit along with an array of lungs. 

We are obtaining an air compressor (15 
cfm) for our club and would welcome com- 
ment from other clubs as to the advisability 
of this move. =» 





FUNNEL LOADING 
THUMB SAFETY 
FLUSHING PORT 
TWIN LINE RELEASES 
FOR POWERHEAD USE 


SAMPSON 


PROFESSIONAL 
UNDERWATER 
CAMERA HOUSINGS ° 


Designed for the Bell & 
Howell 16 & 35 MM 
100’ roll cameras. 


Used by 


Vavy 


Fish 


& Game. 





SAMPSON — the gun thot has made world records .. . 






and many of our top 





TRIPLE SLINGS 
DETACHABLE HEAD 
MADE ro GRADE 
RIA 


y SAMPSON 
MACHINE 
WORKS 


1604 NEWPORT BLVD. 
COSTA MESA, 
CALIFORNIA 


Cameramen. 








Advertise in the SKIN DIVER maga 
zine for quick, prompt sales of your diy 
Plan a schedule for the 
World's first and 


only publication devoted exclusively to 


ing equipment. 
coming season in the 


the underwater explorer. 


Dives to a hundred or more feet in 


a wet suit should start out weighted 


about 4 pounds light because of the 
compressibility of the suit. From “Sea- 


farer”’ 








HOLIDAY 
CAMERA 
RUBBER IT 
AND WATER- U SUITS SCUBA 
PROOF CASE Wet Suit—Shirt with Apron, Ponts, World 
—" Famous 
$12.95 Hood & Boots—List $75 $44.50 Divine: tank 
Dry Suit Complete Reg. $119.95 
Famous make underwater | Reg. $54.95 29.50 ~_ $98.96 
fl 4. r. fully 
Png Bm aie = = | Famous Moke Wet or Guaranteed. 
Argus C3 44.50 | Dry Suit Kits 19.95 Many other 
9. | " makes 
yo pear pos - Pirelli & Bel Aqua Suits Specially 
Many other models available | Specially priced. priced 





GIANT Compressor 
TANKS FILLED 
WHILE YOU WAIT 











CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 


“CENTRAL @ZSSKINDIVERS at 


“tiger 





160-09 Jamaica Avenue 
Jamaica 32 L. I., 





WORLD FAMOUS 
SAETTA 


$18% 


23.95, 











N. Y. 





BUY DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER AND 
SAVE THE MIDDLE MAN'S PROFIT 


CAMERA HOUSINGS 


coeeceecee | 


Time tested, constructed of ® 
the best materials , 
Completely O’ring sealed 


2219 Biscayne Blvd. 


Miami, Fla. 


DISTRIBUTOR for 
Scott-Hydro-Pak 
Aqua-Lung; DivAir 
Fins, Masks & etc. 


Write for catalog. 


Specials for clubs. 


Wiedenuader Sports _ 3 MC. 


Fr. 3-6474 
















































































































































St. Petersburg, Florida .. . 
THE CORAL CAVE MEN OF 
TREASURE ISLAND 

By Preston Brock 


During the last two months we have had 
a number of get-togethers. One was in 
Tampa Bay near here, no fish were seen due 
to the cloudy water there. Several weeks 
later we had an outing in the Gulf of Mexico 
and found the water not too good as far 
as clearness goes. Along with this last out- 
ing we had a meeting followed by a bang-up 
picnic. A great time was had by all. At 
the meeting we made quite a number of 
plans for the coming year. 

Among plans made were: we intend to 
dump old bricks and the like in areas of 
the gulf which are barren and therefore have 
not many fish. Such bricks and other rub- 
bish not affected by salt water will bring 
fish to the area on much the same principal 
as wrecks of ships, etc. 

We are also planning to get a “skin div- 
er’s eye view” of the flora and fauna in 
this area (underwater that is) and compile it 
into some sort of order in a file. This is 
still a long way off though. Now; A MERRY 
CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR 
with best wishes for a good diving season 
Here is a safety manual for $1.00 which you ahead from your fellow skin divers in FLOR- 
will find to be your constant companion on IDA. 
lend and seco. A comprehensive underwater 
instruction manual, illustrated with over 90 


Diving 
with Valety 
| 





drawings and photographs. DIVING with Larchmont, N.Y. 

SAFETY lists compressed air stations, shows -_ a . _ 
component parts of the lung regulator and WESTCHESTER TRITONS 

valves, maintenance and service instructions, By Stephen Carner 
else methods of communicetion underweter Air temp: 60—Water temp: 50—Visibility: 
.. » in fact it covers all phases of skin and 5-15 feet . 


scuba diving; from the moment you enter 


the water as a neophyte to the time you Since our appearance on C.B.S. Television 


make deeper scuba dives and need decom- in early September, several New York and 
pression tables . . . yes, DIVING with SAFE- Westchester newspapers have done feature 
TY by Bev Morgon, former director of the articles on our club. This publicity has put 
Los Angeles County Underwater Safety pro- us in a position to exert a favorable im- 
gram, Los Angeles County Lifeguard and pression of skin diving in general, and we 
graduate of Seripps easttgusten of Oceoneg- have offered our services on a_ voluntary 
raphy’s diving course, is “IT” for safer div- honte ; 2 sey : : ; on 
ing. PRICE — $1.00. asis to all local law enforcement agencies. 


The response from the various townships 
was so gratifying that we offer it as a sug- 

U. S. DIVERS CORP. gestion to all clubs who wish to better their 
11201 West Pico Bivd. public relations. We are now working to 


Los Angeles 64, Colif set up a Red Cross sponsored Scuba school 
: in the area, >» 




























The Lifegard 
“™ 

Soir Inflating 

E mergency 


Foat a 


READY FOR USE INFLATED 


$6.50 


% Takes one minute to refill. Uses a small CO, cylinder. Stays afloat 10 hours 

% An extremely rugged double bladder for maximum safety. Pure Gum Rubber. 

% Fastens to any belt or harness. Full refund if you are not 100% satisfied 
that this is the finest float you have ever seen. 


GREER MARINE . P.O. BOX 52 . GLENVIEW, ILL. 























Mercy Christmas 


To All Our Diving Friends 







THE BARTELT BROTHERS 


























Guam, Marianas Islands . . . 
SOUTH SEA SEARCHERS 
By Edward G. Holt 

The South Sea Searchers, skin and lung 
diving club, sponsored by Special Services of 
Andersen Air Force Base, is believed to be 
one of the largest and finest of its type any- 
where, boasting a membership of seventy 
military and dependant personnel. The club 
is controlled by a three man Board of Cov- 
ernors consisting of Edward J. C. ‘Happy 
Al’ Allen, Mr. Joseph Campbell and &d- 
ward Wombolt. The Board of Governors is 
elected and in turn appoint the Training, 
Equipment and Rules-Membership Comninit- 
tees. 

Lungs are furnished to club members ind 
no dues are collected. This is possible cour- 
tesy a grant from Special Services Non-.Ap- 
propriated Funds Council. 

The club has a very fine and thorough 
training program consisting of nine phases 
of instruction, including both classroom and 
water work, with Water Safety the prime ob- 
jective. The training committee, a group of 
more experienced divers is presently headed 
by Fred J. Barten. 

We are very fortunate in having as chiir- 
man of our Advisory Council Mr. Joseph 
Campbell, Master Diver, who has over 
twenty years experience diving in waters the 
world over. Mr. Campbell is also owner- 
operator of Marianas Divers, who supplies 
and repairs all diving gear owned by the 
club. Other members of the Advisory Coun- 
cil are Capt. Sidney H. Wanzer, MD and 
Major Eugene I. Tucker. 

The semi-tropical waters surrounding this 
island are ideal for skin and lung diving the 
year round. An exposure suit is never need- 
ed and, in open water on clear days, visi- 
bility runs as high as 150 ft. Spearfishing, 
photography, shell and coral collecting and 
exploration are some of the club’s many 
activities. 

In view of the fact that there have been 
several drownings here, caused mostly by per- 
sons going into unsupervised and unauthor- 
ized areas, we are proud of the fact that 
we have not had a single drowning or seri- 
ous accident, tho almost all areas are open 
to the club. We especially believe this is a 
very fine record considering the tremendous 
number of hours our members have collec- 
tively gathered. >» 


Los Angeles, Calif. . . . 
PESCADORES 
By Floyd Oliver 


The Pescadores of Los Angeles combined 
a luau with two energetic days of skin div- 
ing, thus escaping one of the hottest week- 
ends of the year, September 29-30. 

Saturday's activities began with a dive off 
Dana Point in which sufficient abalone were 
bagged for the evening's main course. That 
evening at Doheny State Park, after much 
preparation, the fifteen couples present feast- 
ed on fried abs, tossed salad, roast corn and 
Pescadores punch sipped through — straws 
from watermelon halves. 

Jack Opperman and Don Finley did an 
Alphonse and Gaston act as they awarded 
each other the club’s trophies; Jack for scal- 
lop and fish and Don for lobster and aba- 
lone. 

Bob Dingfelter and his ukelele led the 
inevitable singing through familiar and less 
well known songs until a pleasant but firm 
park gendarme suggested it was after clos- 
ing time. 

The highlight of Sunday came when Jack 
Opperman and Howie Lindenmeyer debated 
over the width of the barnacles on the scal- 
lops they had brought up at Laguna Beach. 
Howie, being an engineer, was the most per- 
suasive when it came to measurements. > 
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Ashiya A.B. Japan... 
KYUSHU SENSUIFU SKIN DIVERS’ 
CLUB 
By Donald E. Arnest 

Water Temp., 60°—Water Condition, Chop- 
py with Fair Visibility—Air Temp., 68°. 

Trips were planned throughout the month 
but due to weather conditions only one was 
taken. Our hunting grounds were the Shira- 
shima Island 6 miles N.E. of Ashiya. Heavy 
swells caused a few cases of sea-sickness 
among the eight members participating, but 
all was forgotten on the arrival of our des- 
tination. 

Jack Avery, Roy Collins and myself drift- 
ed into a crevice filled with Crab. Turbulent 
waters limited the catch to only four. Later 
Jack, Roy and Tony Rubcich each picked up 
a fair size blue perch. 

Due to the change in water visibility we 
moved into shallow water for sazae’s and 
surprisingly discovered abalone which gave 
us all a litthe more warmth and energy to 
go on, 

When the blue 
blend in with the 
Baker, Paul Shenar, Joe 
and the other frozen 
time to go. 

Coming month’s activities consist of more 
trips, (with suits this time) movies and classes 
on fish familiarization to put more interest 
in club meetings. >» 


of the water started to 
blue of our bodies, Pete 
Brooke, Dave Riles 
four decided it was 


Daly City, California .. . 
SEA LIONS 
By Richard Selmi 

Our first and second meetings are past 
and we feel that we are on our way to be- 
ing 2 very active diving club. On our week 
end outings we have had a terrific turn out 
and our main problem has been to qualify 
all the prospective new divers. We have some 
very good divers and some prospects that 
can’t even swim, so with the type of water 
and coast line that we have in Central Cali- 
fornia a very tough safety program is a ne- 
cessity. This club is blessed with being in 
an area that has wonderful fishing and aba- 
lone waters, our only problem is our limited 
number of good diving days due to murky 
water. 

On our last outing of senior divers we 
had very good results with some limits of ab 
and also a good number of fish such as Kelp 
Greenling, Cabazone, ling Cod, Rubber Lip 
Perch and Red and Black Snappers >gy~ 





Seattle, Wash. . . 
PUGET SOUND MUDSHARKS 
By Gary Keffler 


The Mudsharks have been very active this 
summer. The Pacific Northwest Spearfishing 
Championships were a success with the Mud- 
sharks taking first place in a field of 21 
teams. Jim Blanchard, Sam Meln, and Gary 
Keffler made up the winning team. Jack 
Meyers has come up with a world record 
in his 51-% Ib. Ling Cod. John Tallman also 
picked up a world record with a _ 16-lb. 
15-oz. Cabazone, taken skin diving. Roger 
Lennon, a new member, speared a 53-lb. 
Ling Cod while Scuba diving. This was the 
second fish he had ever speared. Gary Crymes 
and Gary Keffler each took a seven foot 
Octopus skin diving. Ben Noble, our under- 
water photographer, is planning to do a 
movie on catching the octopus by hand. It 
is against the law to spear the Octopus in 
this state, and we feel it would be interest- 
ing to show other people what it is like to 
catch a 14 or 15-foot Octopus by hand. 
Diving has been excellent this summer but 
we expect it to pick up with bigger fish 
and clearer water this winter. >» 


Los Angeles, California . . . 
LUNG BUSTERS 
By Bob Figueroa 


around 70°—Water Condi- 
Calm and Clear—Air Temp., around 


Water Temp., 
tion, 
80°. 

On October 7th Bob Figueroa, Rudy Gor- 
dines, Ron O’Dell, Al Santillan and Robert 
Berumen found themselves on the rugged 
road (if it can be called a road) to Punta 
Bunda, Mexico. The trip covered about 400 
miles, but it was such a successful junket 
that we planned to return soon with more 
members going along. The water was ideal 
for diving—warm, clear and calm with plenty 
of big fish speared. Ron O'Dell took posses- 
sion of our Perpetual Trophy with a small 
three foot shark and Robert Berumen got 
the “crying towel” for bouncing his spear 
off the head of a Sheephead and losing it. 
Bob Figueroa encountered a large school of 
Barracuda, which he decided to leave alone, 
not knowing the reaction of that many fish 
to a wounded buddy. The film taken should 
prove interesting. >g. 








BOUND VOLUMES 


of 
1956 


SKIN DIVER 


Magazine 


will be available soon. 


PU 


Volume V 
Volume V (all of the 1956 
issues) will be bound in the 


same library canvas covering 
as previous years. 


Send check or money order to: 


“Bound Volume” 


Skin Diver Magazine 
P. 0. Box 128 


Lynwood ° California 
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At last, a powerful, 
faster, and see more. 
stick controls pitch, roll, 


So. wate St. 
Reno, Nev. 





SUB-GLIDER JR. 
shield to be towed behind boat 
added later. 
SUB-GLIDER SR. 
PRICES F.O.B RENO AS FOLLOWS: 
SUB-GLIDER jr. 
SUB-GLIDER SR, 
Torpedo Assembly, less batteries 


 HANCO SALES 


The New Sub-Glider 


efficient device enabling skin divers to go farther, 
Flies underwater exactly like an airplane. The joy 
direction and speed leaving one hand free for 
spear gun or searchlight. Only a few minutes’ practice is needed to get 
along with SUB-GLIDER. Powered by two 12 volt car batteries and a 2 H.P. 
motor, giving an afternoon of intermittent running on a charge. 
furnished with purchase of torpedo assembly enabling overnight charge at 
cost of six to eight cents. Only one moving part in entire torpedo assem- 
bly insures — life. Batteries last two to three years and are probably 
the only expense of maintenance. Torpedo is of fiber glass. 

All the speed you can use. 


Charger 


& 
includes glider board only with controls and 
Powered torpedo may be 


includes everything except batteries 


less batteries 


Patent Pending 


One hundred dollar deposit required with orders which will 
be filled in rotation as received. 


Agents wanted 


Telephone 
Fairview 


3- sana 
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Divers’ Bulletin Board 


RATE: Personal notices accepted only. No. 





Commercials. 10c per word. Payment must 
accompany copy before closing date, first 
of month. 


FOR SALE—Aqua-Lung, 2 stage—1! tank 
—70 cu. ft. used once. $100. Bel-Aqua 
dry rubber shirts. Child’s $8.00, small 
$6.00. Mrs. Russell Thomas, 3675 Wa- 
satch Ave., Los Angeles 66, Calif. EX- 
mont 7-0274. 


FOR SALE—16 MM G.S.A.P. camera $25, 
new Wollensak 2.7 wide-angle lens (G.S.- 
A.P. mount) $40, sturdy underwater case 
$35, Lot price $90. Don Hettrick, 145 
Kelvin Dr., Buffalo 23, New York. 


FOR SALE—Northill regulator and 70 cu. 
ft. tank $95. Medium size Bel-Aqua 
front entry dry suit used twice, $40. New 
medium size Voit wet suit never used $40. 
Bill Rupe, 228 Warrington Ave., Oakdale, 
Calif., Tel. 4931. 


FOR SALE—2 Divair regulators just fac- 
tory reconditioned. 1955 model $20, ‘56 
model $35 or both for $50. Gene Gold- 
berg, 1935 Strauss St.—Brooklyn, 12, 
N. Y. 


FOR SALE—Compressors, Ingersoll-Rand, 
3321-G; one trailer mounted, Willys four 
cylinder, two filters plus water cooled con- 
densing pot, four 240 cu. ft. bottles for 
reserve; one as received from Doolin— 
never mounted by our club. Bob Hutson, 
3502 Pringle St., San Diego 1, California, 
CYpress 8-7821. 


BOAT—Sale or trade, 141/2-ft. fiberglas, 
V4 deck, two motors. Want underwater 
camera eqpt. Bill Starr, FA 8-6058 eve. 
Los Angeles area. 


FOR SALE: Ingersoll-Rand compressors—3 
stage, tested 3000 psi 15 cu. ft. min.— 
$175.00. 2 stage tested 2500 psi 8 cu. 
ft. min. —$100.00 F.O.B. Las Cruces, New 
Mexico. John R. Coffee, Box 156, Me- 
silla Park, New Mexico. 





COMMERCIAL DEEP SEA DIVING 


The Pierpoint School of Deep Sea Diving is now 
accepting applications for enrollment for first class 
training in commercial diving. 

For full information contact or write 
FRANK J. BUTLER, Director 
2415 Zandia Ave., Long Beach, Calif. 
Hemlock 83974 








The new, revolutionary 


AIRMATIC SPEAR GUN 


which created so much interest at the 1956 
Eastern Individual Championship Contest 
(and won first prize) is now available 
in limited quantity. Write for information 


AIRMATIC Co. ORANGE N. J. 








SOLVE YOUR AIR PROBLEMS 





For i diat t we have Ingersoll- 
Rand, 3 stage pm Char - your 
“Seventy” in 3.86 minutes to 2 psi. 


These are no toys. Get a lifetime on 
Have your installation engineered, com- 
plete plans furnished. We have an exten- 
sive stock of hard to get high pressure 
valves, fittings, tubing, etc. Write for de- 
toils. PRATER PNEUMATICS co. 

P. O. Box 9014 Birmingham 9, Ala. 
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BACK ISSUES 
‘SKIN DIVER’ 


Available at 35c each 


Send check or money order for 
full amount to ‘Back Issues,”’ 
Skin Diver, Box 128, Lynwood, 
Calif. Name each copy desired 
. Or send $10 for complete 
set of available back issues. 
kk 
Volume | — 1952 
May, June and August 
xk * 
Volume Il — 1953 
February 
kk 
Volume III — 1954 


January, February, March, June, July, 
November and December 


= 2 @ 

Volume IV — 1955 
January, February, March, April, May, 
August, September, November 
xk * 

Volume V — 1956 





January through December 














SKIN DIVING in the clear waters of the Ba- 
hamas and Caribbean, beautiful coral reefs, 
plenty of fish, treasure hunt in old wrecks 
Vacation on the WHITE SWAN 
Diesel sailing schooner, roomy accommoda- 
tions for 6-8 people. Boat equipped with 
three stage compressor for aqua lungs 
Rates reasonable. 


CAPT. E. A. FOSTER, JR. 
2290 NW North River Dr. Miami, Florida 











v 
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q 
‘VIRGIN ISLANDS} 
“Skin Divers’ Paradise” 
kk * ) 
SCUBA 

Sale - Rent - Service - Refills 

Most complete stock of 

\ 


Underwater Equipment in the 
Caribbean 


xk 


Cc. & M. CARON 


Main Street P. O. Box 315 
St. Thomas U. S. Virgin Islands 


c aa 








LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 


WATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT 






On your way to the beach 
CERTIFIED AIR 


Drive-in air service; 
no unloading of cylinders. 
Open 7 days a week 


LYLE A. HOSKIN & SON 


1220 W. Coast Highway 


Newport Beach, California 








AIR FILTERS 


For Ingersoll-Rand Air Compressors, co 
plete set including all connections aod 
instructions . . . $175.00 


CLEAN, FILTERED, ODORLESS AIR 


GREER MARINE 
P. O. Box 52, Glenview, lil. 








If it’s Skin Diving Equipment | 
DIVE WITH THE BEST 


DON?’S = aoua sop 


16635 East 14th St. Check Station 
San Leandro, Calif. Elgin 1-2272 











Join Bahama Cruise 


140’ schooner sails from Miami to Bimini, 
Berry Islands, Nassau, Andros, Grand Baha- 
mas for 10 days. Sail, spearfish, treasure 
hunt in the world’s clearest waters. $150 
covers all expenses. Also three day weekend 
trips $50. CAPT. MIKE BURKE, P.O. Box 
1051, Miami Beach 39, Florida. 








42’ Diving Cruiser 
(Fully Equipped) MARAY 


for SKIN DIVING and 
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
Compressor Aboard for Unlimited Air Refills 
WINTER CHARTER RATE $85 
OWNER-SKIPPER MART TOGGWEILER 
Phone: Hemlock 49664 
400 Bolsa Ave., Seal Beach, Calif. 











Just Published! 


’ SHALLOW WATER DIVING 


and SPEARFISHING 


By Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and Henry Kendall 


A completely new book, with all the very 
latest information about equipment and 
techniques that have been developed in 
the last five years for: 


Helmet Diving—Mask Diving—Self- 
c ined Diving Equip and the 
: . Latest Spearfishing 
Equipment and 


» Techniques. 
‘ In addition to ready a. now evail- 
} able, there are many practical hints on equip 
aN ment you can make. 260 pages, Illustrated. At 
your bookstore or divers’ supply dealer or send 
$4.00 and we will ship it postpaid. 


CORNELL MARITIME PRESS, Cambridge, Maryland 
SKIN DIVER—December, 1956 
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CORNELIUS COMPRESSOR 
Compressors $29.95 - $60.00 
Complete Assemblies 


$165.00 


AQUA PRODUCTS 
2005 Monroe Street 
Toledo, Ohio 





LEARN 
Commercial Deep Sea Diving 
The only Diving Training School. 
available to civil.ans in U.S. A spe- 
cialized field. 13 weeks course, ex- 
ceptional earnings. Write for infor- 
mation: AL MIKALOW, Director 
COASTAL SCHOOL OF DIVING 
8111 McArthur Bivd. Oakland, Calif. 

















BOAT "JC" 


Operated year around, open boot or chart- 
er to all channel islands. Saturday and 
Sunday open boat $6.00 per person. Lcaves 

700 A.M. from Pacific Yacht Landing, 
Wilmington, California. 


Phones: TE. 4-9833 or LO. 9-6966 








Christmas Gifts 
for the Skin Diver 


e We stock all MAJOR BRANDS of 
Fins © Masks @ Lungs ® Suits ® Spear 
Guns © Compressed Air. 
¢ Pool SCUBA Classes Available. 
© Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


SPORT DIVER CORP. 


1523 W. State St., Milwaukee 3, Wis. 
WEst 3-3757 




















SPECIALS! 


Rubber Suits and Kits 
Write for list of Close-outs 
D. L. DAVIS COMPANY 
3510 Manor Street 
Los Angeles 39, California 





Voit - Healthways - Northill-Aqua-Lung Equip. 


AIR STATION—$2.00 


Open 8 A.M. - 8 P.M., Mon. - Sat 
PHIL’S HARDWARE 


222-08 Hempstead Ave., Queens Village 
SP 6-2500 Long Island, N. Y. 














Perr rrr rrr eer ee ee eer rere 


SUIT KITS 


\ 

‘ 

‘ 

\ 

‘ A complete line of both wet and dry 
} types made from the highest quality 
{ materials. 

4 

| 2-ply gum rubber, dry type; new ma- 
} terial contains 8% neoprene. Long 
{ suit, hood, boot and molded cuffs, 
$29.95. 

| Foam neoprene wet type, seven heavy 
‘ duty zippers are installed, long suit 
} 2-piece with hood, $34.95. 

} WRITE FOR FREE BROCHURE AND 

\ MATERIAL SAMPLES. 

) Box 1191 
\ 
\ 
) 
] 
c 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


Lompoc, California 


LOMPOC SPORT DIVERS 


or rrr rrr rr rrr rr eo errr errr 





IN HAWAII IT’S 


VALS AQUA SPORTS 


—new location— 





2411 KALAKAUA AVE. PHONE 9-1057 


—— 








XMAS GIFTS 


© Heavy duty wet suits $69.95 
¢ 100 Fathom Watches 29.95 
¢ Lung refill ticket 10.00 


© Sterling silver skin divers jewelry 


¢ Complete selection of books for the 
diver 

¢ “Christmas gift certificates” 

¢ And hundreds of other hard to get 
diving items PLUS a valuable addi- 
tion to any diving library “‘Under- 
water Safety’’ manual FREE with 
every $5.00 purchase during the 
month of December. 


Underwater Sports Shop 


5914 E. 2nd St. 
Long Beach 3, Calif. 
Phone HE. 3-7575 


Open 7 days per week 





PATENTED 

















Price $49.95 P. P. 
(Battery $2.50 Extra) 


AQUA-CAM 


UNDERWATER CAMERA 


Cast Aluminum ¢ #620 film © 214 x 344 Neg 
BC Flash ¢ Pressure valve © #5 or #25 Flash 
bulb ¢ Removable reflector assembly ¢ Gur 


type sighting 


Order direct or see your dealer 
E. E. PETERSEN Dist 
7055 Eastondale, Long Beach 5, Calif. 


Mfr 
























SUIT YOURSELF 


Rubber Suit Kits . . . $24.95 


Heavy duty 2 ply rubber, dry type, with hood 
and molded boots. Write for free brochure 


Suit Yourself 


Dept. S$ Box 3423 Long Beach 3, Calif. 




















SEATTLE SKIN DIVING 
HEADQUARTERS 
Aqua-Lung, Divair, Scott & Northill 
Bel-Aqua, Carib, Seal, Pirelli and 
Wet Suits 
Certified Air Refill 
All Types Fins, Masks 


Complete Line of Accessories 


and Guns 


\ = \ 
Puget Sound DiversCo. 
2520 WESTLAKE AVE., NO. 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 




























UNDERWATER MOVIES 


Fine Xmas Gift 
Eight reels of 8-16 mm. 
From $4.00 to $195.00 


WRITE FOR DESCRIPTIVE LIST 
Dr. Nelson E. Mathison 


3515 East First Street 
Long Beach 3, California 








70 CUBIC FOOT AIR TANKS 


New. Galvanized. 1.C.C. 2150 Ib. 3AA 
$19.50 each F.O.B. Glenview 
takes all standard valves 
NOT SURPLUS. Just overstocked. 


GREER MARINE 
P. O. Box 52, 


Glenview, III 








SATNESS FROGMAN SUPPLIES 
3722 N. Cicero Ave., Chgo. 


We carry a Complete Line of Supplies 
for the Skin and Scuba Diver. CER- 
TIFIED PURE AIR-ALSO USED GEAR. 
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Satisfying the skin diver’s needs is the sole 
business of U. S. Divers, the world’s largest 
exclusive manufacturer of skin diving equip- 
ment. We now offer the latest developments 
in diving suits, both ‘‘wet"’ and ‘‘dry,’’ manu- 
factured in our new modern factory. 


U. S. Divers exposure suits enjoy the greatest sales and diver accep- 
tance in the industry. This reputation has been achieved through con- 
tinuous research and the development of the finest quality materials 

. combined with exacting standards of workmanship. The result 
is the 1957 line of diving suits . . . the finest available anywhere. 


Volume production permits us to offer highest quality plus competitive 
prices throughout the entire line. 


U.S. DIVERS “WET” SUITS FOR 1957 ARE THE MOST! 
The advanced styling of our new Wet Suits combined with the extreme 
elasticity and tensile strength of a new unicellular foam neoprene ma- 
terial provides a snug, form-fitting suit which exerts a gentle pressure 
at neck, wrists and ankles, making this new ‘‘wet”’ suit virtually ‘‘dry.” 
The diver gets “built-in” warmth and comfort, ease of entry without 
zippers and a material resistant to sun, salt water and grease. 


U.S. DIVERS 1957 STANDARD “WET” SUITS 


1130 FLORIDIAN $49.95 
Two piece suit. SHIRT with snap-fastening apron 
which holds PANTS firmly in place. 
1135 ARCTICO 7 $59.95 
Same as Floridan, complete with HOOD and BOOTS. 
‘1139 ARCTICO SHIRT $29.95 1140 ARCTICO PANTS . $24.95 1135 ARCTICO 
1134 HOOD. $4.95 1137 BOOTS.$4.95 1116 TRUNKS. $9.95 


U.S. DIVERS DELUXE “WET” SUITS 


50% thicker foam neoprene, SKIN ON BOTH SIDES, same styling as Standard 
Wet Suits. 
(Recommended for extremely COLD WATERS) 


1160 LABRADOR. Two piece suit......... ae ae ee . $59.95 
1150 POLAR. Two piece suit, complete with HOOD and BOOTS $75.00 


1123 PIRELLI 


U.S. DIVERS 1957 “DRY” SUITS 
1102 New SEAL SUIT... ss a $44.95 


Extensive research and development has produced this fine new Seal Suit for 
1957. Made of a tough, resilient 2-ply laminated rubber material . . . custom 
styled and fabricated throughout. The ‘‘Seal’’ continues to be America's most 
popular, fastest selling hand-fabricated exposure suit. 


1102W Waist Entry with Rail and Rings; N, Neck Entry with rail and Ring; 
F, Front Entry. 


1123 PIRELLI . ‘ $70.00 


The famous Pirelli, U. S. Navy used and approved, continues to be recognized 
as the ultimate in diving wear. A deluxe two piece waist entry suit, made of 
the finest rubber . . . tough, yet resilient to provide maximum comfort and free- 
dom of movement. All seams vulcanized ... all vulnerable parts (knees, 
elbows, etc.) double reinforced. 


1123LD PIRELLI (Lined) reer $82.50 


Same as 1123 Pirelli, with fine jersey lining for warmth. 


All suits available in sizes: Small, Medium, Large, Extra Large. 
1102 SEAL 


11201 WEST PICO BLVD. LOS ANGELES 64, CALIFORNIA 








